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God gives to his children blessings without meas- 
ure ; but their trials he measures carefully. Every 
burden which he permits to rest on any of his loved 
ones is weighed with exactness. It is just enough to 
do its needful work. No portion of it could be spared. 

“How can Sunday-schools be kept open during 
the winter in country districts?” is one of the ques- 
tions proposed for discussion in a convention. called 
for Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. The answer to 
that question is plain enough: Don’t shut up the 
Sunday-school, in the autumn. 


It is discourteous not to listen to him who is speak- 
ing to you, but an inattentive habit injures the hearer 
more than it insults the speaker. Scholars in the 
Sunday-school or the day-school are apt to forget that 
they are weakening their capacity for sustained 
mental effort by every neglect to pay attention to the 
person addressing them. And this truth ought 
not to be wholly forgotten by older heads—in the 
teachers’-meeting, in the church, or elsewhere. 


In a recent effort to pay off a church debt, the 
children in a Sunday-school were asked to each earn 
something for a special contribution to this end. 
A little girl had earned thirty cents. “I'd like my 
money all in pennies,” she said, as Sunday approached ; 
“because then it will make more noise when I drop it 
into the box.” That child was a good deal like older 





folks. If they have anything to give, the temptation 
is to make as much noise with it as possible. 


What church has the largest number of scholars 
in its Sunday-schools? From recent figures it appears 
that in the schools of Trinity Church, New York, 
and its six chapels, there are 279 teachers and 4,219 
scholars, all under one parish management, The 
membership of the largest of these seven schools is 
1,191, a figure exceeded by several organizations in 
the United States and Great Britain; but it may be 
doubted whether any other single church can show 
so many names on its Sunday-school rolls. 


There is encouragement to small boys in the 
reported investigations of “a German physician of 
celebrity ” on the subject of early rising. As far as 
he has gone, he finds that at least eight out of ten 
persons who lived to be eighty years old were in the 
habit of going to bed late and getting up late. His 
opinion is that early hours are injurious to health. 
And this raises a new question: Will the boys now 
want to go to bed early and to get up early, when 
they are told that late hours are to be preferred? 
What is to be the effect of the new theory on the 
natural perversity of the average boy ? 


There are always men in every community whose 
store of time and zeal and helpfulness and money 
seems unlimited. If anything is to be done, the com- 
mon opinion at once looks to these men to do it. But 
the fact that they have more time and money at their 
disposal, for any good use, is pretty sure to be noth- 
ing but an evidence of their frugality and prudence. 
Those whose hands and purses do the most good are 
those who save strength and money for good things, 
instead of wasting them on frivolities. Ten foolish 
demands have to be refused, in order that there may 
be means to gratify one wise call. He who says no, 
wisely, to-day, is the man who will be able to say yes, 
wisely, to-morrow. 


Of all the sirens’ songs that lure men to destruc- 
tion and lull their fears while on the way, none is 
more soothing and more destructive than the common 
temptation, in nearly every breast, to do something 
by and by instead of now. This temptation extends 
from the affairs of one’s soul to the answering of a 
postal card; and it seems to affect octogenarians 
quite as seriously as youngsters. If you are ever 
tempted to postpone anything, great or small, first 
bring sharply before your mind this question: If I 
do not undertake this matter now, precisely when 
and where shall 1? Any worker, no matter how 
humble, may be certain that next year, next week, 
to-morrow, will bring with it duties quite as exacting 
as those of to-day. If present work is neglected, its 
demands or its memories will make future work all 
the harder. This is as true in a Sunday-school 
teacher's call upon a sick scholar, as it is in a presi- 
dent’s summoning of a cabinet council. To put off a 
work in the hope that time and reflection will aid in 
its performance is likely to result, if the work is done 
at all, in haste and carelessness, rather than discre- 
tion and thoroughness. ‘The only worker in the 
world who is thoroughly to be pitied, is he who is 
always trying to catch up with week before last. 


If a man or a woman wants to drink beer because 
he or she likes the taste of it, that is one thing. If 








the idea is to show everybody that the drinker is 
“not a temperance fanatic,” that is another thing. 
But for any one to use that stuff on the ground of its 
tonic effect or its nourishing qualities is simply 
absurd. “Wouldn’t porter or lager beer help me as 
a tonic?” asked a gentleman, of a distinguished 
physician who had informed his patient that he 
needed a tonic of some kind. “Unquestionably 
there are tonic qualities in porter or beer,” was the 
reply ; “but if that is what you are after, I could give 
you in a teaspoonful of another mixture all the tonic 
you would find in a gallon of beer—without the four 
quarts of swash.” And now some of the Lendon 
papers are making an estimate of the relative 
quantity of German beer and of bread or beef 
required for purposes of nourishment. The Lancet 
quotes Baron Liebig’s analysis of Bavarian beer, 
which showed seven hundred and thirty gallons of 
that drink to “contain exactly as much nutriment 
as a five-pound loaf, or three pounds of beef.” From 
this it would seem, that to gain from beer the nourish- 
ment equal to a quarter of a pound of beef and four 
ounces of bread, a person must drink nearly two 
thousand half-pint glasses of beer. Anything less 
than this would be an approach to abstinence from 
nutriment for a single day. So if beer-drinkers are 
after a fair amount of nourishment, they ought to 
buy their beer by the hogshead—and drink it by the 
barrel. 





MAKING A SHOW FALSELY. 


While it is true that one’s real character is liable 
to be disclosed by a single glimpse of his face, of his 
conduct, or of his possessions, there are very few 
who are willing to be known just as they are; who 
do not want to appear to somewhat better advantage 
than the bald reality would justify. 

Only a Cromwellian vigor of independent manhood 
makes one ready to stand out on the canvas in his 
rugged naturalness, and be judged by his face, with 
its blemishes and defects—“ great wart” and all— 
truthfully exposed to view. 

“Paint me as I am,” said Cromwell— 
Rough with age, and gashed with wars— 
“ Show my visage as you find it; 
Less than truth my soul abhors.” 

The commoner wish was satirically suggested by 
Fitz Greene Halleck, in a conversation with the 
writer concerning a well-known engraving of famous 
American authors, when that was in course of prep- 
aration. “They wrote to me from New York, a few 
days ago,” said Mr. Halleck, “asking what picture 
of myself I would prefer to have copied for that 
engraving. I wrote back to them to pick out the 
best-looking picture of me they could find, and 
improve on that. I am not desirous of a good like- 
ness; but I do want to be shown as a good-looking 
man. Fifty years hence it will make very little dif- 
ferenee with those who look at that picture whether 
my portrait looks like me; but it will make a great 
deal of difference to my reputation whether I appear 
there to advantage.” That is the way that most men 
feel about their pictures, whether they say so or not. 
The more an artist flatters them in their portrait, the 
more they think of his skill. 

And what are all the cosmetics used for, if not to 
make claim to another face than one’s own? Enamel 
and rouge and hair-dyes are designed to deceive as 
to one’s expression and age, They are not like 
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replaced teeth, or a mechanical substitute for a lost 
limb—a matter of usefulness as well as of restora- 
tion; nor are they like added hair in the dressing 
and adorning of the head. They are specifically 
designed to remove, or to conceal, the lines of char- 
acter and the traces of experience in one’s face; or 
to give the appearance of other years than one’s own. 
And for this very reason it is that these appliances 
have always the show of deception, A whitened 
forehead or a painted cheek is never beautiful. The 
effect of dyed hair is never natural or pleasing. 
The more refined and delicate the face, the greater 
the harm to its expression from anything that covers 
or conceals its natural complexion; or that suggests 
the thought of an acted anachronism. 

In material possessions this desire to make a show 
beyond the reality is evidenced yet more widely than 
in efforts to deceive as to personal appearance. Imi- 


tation gems and plated settings increase the stock of | sullen pride. 


jewelry to more well-to-do persons than would wish 


to be suspected of such a display. A chromo picture | searching for the unappreciated genius in any particu- 


is by many counted most valuable, not as it presents 
the more artistic outlines and attractive coloring, 
but as its surface best imitates the threads of the 
canvas and the layers of the paint which would 
make it pass for an expensive oil painting, even on 
close observation. To such an extent is this habit of 
deception in one’s possessions deliberately cultivated, 
that in a recent work on rural architecture and land- 
scape ornamentation we are told that a smaller 
breed of cows is sometimes sought, to increase the 
apparent extent of a limited domain, by suggesting 
their greater than the real distance from the dwelling 
whence they are viewed. 

Even in church-building, this striving after a 
reputation above one’s deserts shows itself in the 
planning and finishing of houses of worship far 
beyond the ability or the readiness of the congrega- 
tion to make payment. Every church mortgage or 
church debt is an evidence of the builders’ purpose of 
making more of a display of devotion and generosity 
than their contributions would justify. For their 
own satisfaction, or for the deception of other people, 
they have insisted on putting up and furnishing a 
building which they do not pay for, but which—with 
its frescoing and its mortgage—is to honor the Lord, 
and reflect credit upon their large-heartedness. To 
have a less imposing sanctuary would humble their 
pride. To lift the mortgage would cost too much. 
The alternative is a church debt, and a fresh lesson 
in deceitful appearances. 

It isa good sign that all want to appear well. 
There is an element of hopefulness in the very prone- 
ness of men to crave a good reputation even while 
they lack a good character. As Rochefoucauld puts 
it: “ Hypocrisy is a sort of homage that vice pays to 
virtue.” A professional thief prefers to be called a 
“ kleptomaniast ”’—as thefamateurs are. He doesn’t 
like the old Saxon term “stealing” for his business. 

And the average liar in the community wants to be 
spoken of as a man with an active imagination, who 
is not always exact in his statements. But, after all, 
it isa great deal better to seek to deserve well, 
than to strive to appear well. And it is a great 
deal safer also ; for in the long run men and women 
are rated at what they are worth. Their manipulated 
photographs do not make them any better looking. 
Their cosmetics and dyes offend more eyes than they 
deceive. The cost of their jewelry and chromos, and 
the size of their cows and home-lot, are pretty well 
understood. Their sanctuary pretenses blind neither 
God nor man. Their church mortgage harms their 
good name more than it helps. Their conduct is 
judged by its nature, rather than by any name which 
is given to its most objectionable features. God has 
so ordered it that men are constantly stepping into 
testing scales in the presence of the public, and show- 


ing just how far they fall short of the standard of | and suffer a sense of the world’s chill neglect. Those 


absolute right. 
“Tf there is anything bad about you, tell it your- 
self,” is a pungent saying of the Talmud, in sugges- 


character from your fellows. Or, as our Lord gave 
the warning: “ Beware ye of the leaven of the Phar- 
isees, which is hypocrisy; for there is nothing cov- 
ered that shall not be revealed; neither hid that 
shall not be known.” 
UNAPPRECIATED GENIUS. 

Every community, however small, includes one or 
more individuals to whom the possession of great 
genius is popularly ascribed, but who are considered 
to be the victims of a hopeless lack of appreciation. 
Their light, which might illumine the world, is hid 
under a bushel, from which a cruel public opinion 
refuses to allow more than a faint glimmer to shine 
forth. Fools and knaves occupy the high places of 
the world, but the poor possessors of unappreciated 
genius languish in obscurity, which others lament, 
but which they themselves regard with a kind of 


There is little use in multiplying examples, or in 


lar walk of life; for he is to be found everywhere. 
He is the merchant whose business ventures are uni- 
formly disastrous ; the country minister whose sermons 
are better than the printed discourses of great city 
pastors; the village physician who is sure that he might 
have become an Abernethy or a Mott; the unread 
author who is at a loss to understand why his books 
do not get printed; the second lieutenant whom 
malignant fate kept from a major-generalship; the 
scientific farmer whose sown seeds do not spring up ; 
the cross-roads teacher who is never offered a univer- 
sity professorship ; the rural editor who would like 
to control a metropolitan daily ; the lawyer without 
a client; the great financial speculator without a 
dime; the inventor who discovered the principle of the 
telephone forty years ago. All this melancholy com- 
pany is reinforced by those who, though engaged in no 
definite employment whatsoever, are sure that they 
might, had the times or the world been a little more 
propitious, have easily won a great fame in some- 
thing or other, they scarcely know what. 
Now, it is certain that time and circumstance have 
much to do with the relative success of two men, or 
of the same man at different periods. But it is 
equally certain that the plain duty of every person, 
great or small, in storm or calm, is to do the very 
best he can. More than this is impossible; less than 
this isa sin. If he is playing the part of a manly 
man, his reputation will take care of itself; if he is 
not, no lamentations over the world’s coldness will 
help him. Nobody can do good work who is per- 
petually stopping to see how the spectators regard it. 
Praise cannot put a coward into the hero’s place, 
neither can detraction reduce to the ranks a kingly 
soul. Whether or not you are succeeding in your 
undertaking, you will always be hindered by reflect- 
ing upon any neglect in which you may seem to lie. 
Such reflections jeopardize success and quicken failure. 
The remarks of Oliver Goldsmith’s latest biogra- 
pher, about the alleged “neglect” of that author, 
are of wide application. Says he: “Goldsmith’s 
name has been used to glorify a sham Bohemianism, 
—a Bohemianism which finds it easy to live in 
taverns, but does not find it «asy, so far as one sees, 
to write poems like The Deserted Village. His 
experiences as an author have been brought forward 
to swell the cry about neglected genius—that is, by 
writers who assume their genius in order to prove 
the neglect. . . . In plain truth, Goldsmith himself 
would have been the last to put forward pleas humili- 
ating alike to himself and to his calling. Instead of 
beseeching the state to look after authors, he would 
frankly have admitted that he chose to live his life in 
his own way, and therefore paid the penalty.” 
That is the key-note of the whole matter,—those 
who live their lives in their own way pay the penalty, 


who live in God’s way, and do their duty in that 
state of life to which he has called them, are never 
troubled about unpopularity or lack of fame. They 





tion of the folly of attempting to conceal your true 








never stretch forth hands eager for mere renown, 
With the exercise of ordinary prudence, their worldly 
success will take care of itself; and their moral and 
spiritual triumph is absolutely sure. Let those who 
ascribe their failures to every cause but the true one, 
take care lest at length they doubt the wisdom of the 
arrangements of God himself. That is the logical 
result of dwelling on the hardness of one’s lot. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 
There can hardly be a fair doubt that Bible study is 
more general and more thorough than ever before. While 
as arule the pastors have led in this study, and have 
promoted it, there are many preachers who are behind 
their congregations in a close acquaintance with the sacred 
text. Some of them are coming to feel this, and are giving 
new attention to Bible study. Others again are losing 
their hold on their people from their lack of Bible knowl- 
edge. A minister of New England, no longer in the pas- 
torate, refers to this subject as follows: 
You begin a recent editorial note by observing, “ It is a great 
deal easier for a pastor to preach to a Bible studying people than 
to a people who never study the Bible. Will you allow one of 
the “people” to say that it is much pleasanter for a “ Bible 
studying people ” to hear a preacher who quotes the Bible cor- 
rectly, than one who quotes carelessly. It is annoying to have 
words spoken by Joshua put into the mouth of Moses, or Paul 
made to say what fell from the lips of John. Temperance com- 
ing up for discussion recently in a circle of ministers, three 
brethren in succession misquoted Paul’s famous maxim, “If 
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.” At the 
close of the Lord’s Prayer, as it had reached my ear from the 
pulpit, I recalled four blunders in its repeating, not including, 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us,” which is no part of the prayer as recorded by either 
Matthew or Luke. 
Misquotations of Scripture by clergymen are so com- 
mon in sermons and in contributions to the religious press 
that a jumbled Bible quotation is popularly known as 
“ ministers’ Scripture.” There can hardly be too much 
care in verifying a Bible quotation before its use on any 
occasion ; for, after all, it isa difficult thing to improve on 
the inspired phrases of Scripture truth. It is better to 
quote them with exactness. 


A majority of all the Sunday-school scholars in the 
United States are in small schools, in country neighbor- 
hoods. The large schools of our cities have more promi- 
nence than these, but they are of less importance in the 
aggregate. It would bea pity if popular counsels and sug- 
gestions were suited only to the larger schools. Yet a 
correspondent from Kansas expresses his fear in this 
direction. He says: 

It seems to me I cannot do without your paper. It is the 
best one of its kind that I know of. I sometimes think its plans 
and recommendations for Sunday-school work are more fitted 
for large, denominational schools than for small missionary 
schools on the frontier. Can you suggest some plan for pro- 
moting regularity of attendance in such small schools? We 
had sixty-nine enrolled as having attended once or more in 
January, while the average was only thirty-five. 

One thing is certain: no school in city or country can 
be kept up to its proper standard—in attendance, in 
study, or in worship—without systematic and persistent 
work. And the smaller the school the easier it is to 
perfect a system for its working. To secure regularity of 
attendance, the membership of the school must be known 
and noted. There must bea full record kept by super- 
intendent or secretary of all who are connected with the 
school; not merely a list of all who have joined the 
school, nor yet a record of the attendance Sunday by 
Sunday, but a constantly revised register, showing just 
how many and who are to-day members of the school. 
This register must be watched. Whoever is irregular in 
attendance must be looked up and urged to punctuality. 
Each teacher ought to look after his or her class in this 
thing. And the superintendent ought to see that the 
teachers are faithful thus far. Again, the scholars should 
be made to feel that their absence is regretted and their 
presence is commended. It is the custom in some schools 
for the superintendent to mention from the desk, at the 
close of the school, such classes as are present entire for the 
day. In one way or another each scholar ought to learn 
that the school is a loser by his absence for a single Sun- 
day. All this is practicable. It has been tried successfully 
in small schools—smaller than the one named by our 
Kansas correspondent. Of course it involves work and 
takes time. There is where some city superintendents 
have the advantage over those from the country; they 
work harder, and give more hours in the week to work, 
for their Sunday-schools, There is no substitute for hard 
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A PORTRAIT AND A WISH. 
BY WILLIAM C, WILKINSON, 
Mild asa slowly northward-breathing air, 
Artless as very nature, and a heart, 
To kindly eyes, as clear, and free, and fair, 
In to the depths, as that Caribbean part 
Lucid and deep of the Atlantic sea ; 
Doing the stern, hard duties with no stern 
And hard but a most meek humility, 
Crowning their barren with such deeds as earn 
Leaf of fair guerdon freshening into green— 
All those dear gentle charities of life, 
Unmarked it may be, which have always been 
Dowried with largest gift to grace the wife, 
Invest the mother with celestial seeming, 
And change the daughter to a ministering saint— 
Follower of Jesus, all. things dross esteeming, 

Of costliest purchase, for the dear constraint 
Wherewith His love doth draw the loved one nearer, 
Living on earth the heavenly life He brought,— 

Even such be thou, and of such name the hearer, 
Receiving last the wreath for lowly conquerors wrought! 
Rochester, N. Y. 


SIX THINGS ABOUT KNOWING AND NOT 
KNOWING. 


BY WILLIAM 8S. PLUMER, D.D. 


It is both desirable and praiseworthy to be ignorant of 
some things. It is better not to know some people, some 
books, some arts, and some thoughts, than to be well 
acquainted and quite familiar with them. It is very well 
for Christ’s sheep not to know the voice of astranger. It 
is best for preachers of the gospel not to know anything 
among their people but Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
Our first parents would have been both wiser and happier 
if they had not known near so much. They would have 
known more if they had known less. Proofs of all this may 
be found in Psa. 101: 4; John 10:5; 1 Oor. 2: 2; Gen. 
3: 1-24. 

There are some important things, of which it is not 
blameworthy to be ignorant. God does not intend that 
we shall know them. We are not criminal for not know- 
ing the day of our death, or for not at once and without 
instruction and experience knowing how to behave in 
new and difficult circumstances. Nor are we wicked for 
not being able to count the stars, the sands on the sea- 
shore, or the multitude of mercies and benefits we have 
received from God. Nor is any man guilty for not 
knowing what a day may bring forth, or when the day of 


judgment will be. Proofs: Gen. 27:2; 1 Kings 3:7; 


Psa. 71:15; James 4:4; Matt. 24: 36. 

There are some things which it is criminal and danger- 
ous not to know. Those were bad people of whom God 
said, They know not to do right, who store up robbery 
and violence in their palaces. Those who might and 
could have access to God’s word, and yet err, not knowing 
the Scriptures, nor the power of God, are not innocent. 
It is a sin and a blot for men not to know themselves, and 
particularly their own bad tempers. It is both sin and 
folly for men to worship they know not what. It is an 
offense to God for us not to know that bad men will come 
toa badend. It is wicked not to know the claims and 
character of God. It is only by our depravity that we do 
not like to retain God in our knowledge. It is proof of 
sad ruin that without special aid from God we do not 
even know how to pray. Proofs: Amos3: 10; Mark 12: 
24; Luke 9: 55; John 4: 22; Isa.1:3; Rom.1: 21, 
8: 26. 

There are some things known alike to many saints and 
sinners, but regarded very differently by men according 
to their characters. They know that there is but one God 
in all the earth ; that Jehovah is greater than all gods; 
that the Lord will surely bring us to death, and to the 
house appointed for all living ; that God can do every- 
thing, and that no thought can be withholden from him; 
that whatsoever God doeth, it shall abide forever; that 
Jesus Christ is a teacher come from God, for no man can 
do such miracles except God be with him; that God’s 
law is spiritual, and that it is good, if a man use it law- 
fully. Proofs: 2 Kings 5:15; Ex. 18:11; Job 30: 33 ; 
42:2; Ecel. 3:14; John 3:2; Rom.7: 14; 1 Tim. 1:8. 

There are some things which it deeply concerns us all 
to know, though none but good men ever know them 
profitably. Yet they lie at the foundation of all religion, 
of all goodness, and of all comfort. We ought to know 
that it shall be well with them that fear God; that the 
way of man is not in himself; that God’s decisions in his 
word and providence are right, and that in faithfulness 
he afflicts his saints; that if we trust in God, he will help 
us, and we shall not be ashamed; that Christ, the Son 
of God, our Redeemer, liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth; and though worms destroy 





our bodies, yet in our flesh shall we see God; that we 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ ; that all 
things work together for good to them that love God; that 
ifour earthly house falls to pieces, we have a home eternal in 
the heavens; and that when Christ shall appear, we shall 
be like him. Proofs: Eccl. 8:12; Jer. 10:23; Psa.119: 
75; Isa. 50:7; Job19: 25-27; 1 Pet. 1: 18; Rom. 8: 
28; 2 Cor. 5:1; 1 John 3: 2 

Some one may say, This may all be so, It sounds very 
well. It must cheer those who know that they are God’s 
children. But I doubt whether I am a saint or a sinner. 
May one know that he is in Christ? Let God’s word 
answer: ‘‘ Hereby we know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments; whoso keepeth his word, in him verily 
is the love of God perfected. Ye know that every one 
that doeth righteousness is born of him. We know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. Hereby we know that we are of the truth and 
shall open our hearts before him. This is the love of God 
that we keep his commandments ; and his commandments 
are not grievous. We know that whosoever is born of 
God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And we 
know that we are of God.” Proofs: 1 John 2: 3, 5, 29; 
8: 14, 19; 5:8, 18, 19. 


“THAT JOHN!” 
BY EMMA L, PARRY. 


That terrible mission class and that most terrible John ! 
Each Sunday opens deeper depths of despair to Miss 
May, and her earnest, tender soul quivers with pain and 
grief. What would John not do to fret and worry her? 
His virtues were as yet an undiscovered realm, while 
evils were rich, boundless, and ever increasing; “ Total, 
total depravity,” she sighed. She had tried—well, was 
she not a Chautauqua graduate, a thorough-going Nor- 
malite, a hobbyist in methods, and therefore is it not 
clear that she had experimented on the most approved 
plans, namely, private talks, treating him as a gentleman, 
ignoring him, being kind, being strict, inviting to tea, 
giving work, giving responsibility, writing notes and let 
ters, etc.? 

Last Sunday, however, there had been peace and sweet 
rest. Not that the undiscovered realm had suddenly 
revealed itself, ah no, John was away! Miss May 
gave a sigh of relief, which was suddenly checked, for 
all the pity and duty in her nature rose up to plead for 
the sick John. John sick? why, then, she must call to 
see him. But had he not said again and again, with 
defiant look and threatening frown, “Come near my house 
an’ I’ll set the dog on you.” Nevertheless, duty was 
clear. 

Tuesday afternoon, with great fluttering of heart, she 
prepared to visit John. (By the way, be it noted here 
that it was a family joke, the amount of care and pains 
taken with the usually simple toilet whenever the mis- 
sion class was to be seen by May Bunker.) She reached 
the miserable neighborhood of the mission school, and 
started as directed, away from the city, toward the green 
hills. She walked a mile, and still the turning-point was 
far beyond. “How much longer must I walk? How 
very far it is!” she thought frequently, and this repeated 
thought brought another reflection: “John has a long 
walk to school; it must be very muddy, or dusty, or cold, 
or hot ; and surely, I never thought of it before, he never 
misses a Sunday. It must be that he likes it.” This 
was a cheerful thought, and she stepped on briskly, 
although the fluttering heart became more troublesome, 
and a long, deep, free breath seemed impossible. 

“Here is a pottery, so this must be the place.” The 
door was open, so she entered. Perhaps it was rather an 
inopportune moment, for a most embarrassing scene was 
encountered,—five German women, with mugs of beer, 
stared at her aghast; but before she could murmur “ Good 
afternoon,” by some magical transformation this group 
had dispersed, and there was only one German woman 
quietly chopping cabbage for “sour-kraut,” while the 
eldest daughter was hospitably extending a hand to 
“ John’s Sunday-school teacher.” She was sure, too, that 
she had seen John’s pale face in that large arm-chair, but 
now it was vacant. She rubs her eyes in bewilderment, 
and stammers incoherent responses ; but the loquacity of 
her hostesses recalls her, and an interesting conversation 
follows. There was poured forth a stream concerning 
the one mutual bond,—that John,—and his whole life 
passes in review before Miss May; his peculiarities, 
sicknesses, brilliancies, actions since babyhood. Then 
the eldest daughter calls in the entire family, five smaller 
girls and four boys, and each is made to sheke hands 
with “John’s Sunday-school teacher,” From below 





comes the father’s voice in inquiry, and he too ascends 
and joins the circle. All are here but John. “Oh, 
he’s ashamed! he’s run off,” is the explanation. The 
father is proud of the family, and Miss May remarks 
that the large yard affords fine room to play. 

“Room!” ejaculates the proud father: “yes, indeed, 
dese childern has blenty blace. Take her up!” 
Forthwith she is led up-stairs to admire (is not its primi- 
tive meaning “wonder”?) the pride of the German 
heart,—the best room. The shutters are flung open, and 
the bright sunshine plays on the great high beds, the 
tidy-covered bureau and chairs, the manifold pictures, 
and reveals not a speck of dust nor soot. The whole 
seems a picture worth looking at. And up here the 
eldest daughter has a confidence for her, which she faith- . 
fully promises never to reveal. 

“ John, he comes home from the Sunday-school and he 
sits down mad, and he saysto Veit, in your class, ‘Oh, but 
didn’t we bother our teacher!’ Then he and Veit sits 
on the porch and never speak, they feel so bad and so 
sorry, and they lay it together to do good on the next Sun- 
day. But they never do be better! Oh, but they like for 
Sunday to come, and oh, but they like you much!” 

A visit to John is asailing into that hitherto unknown 
region, and gives hope that good will reveal itself some- 
time. Miss May is glad she came. 

Down stairs again, and now the father invites her into 
his territory. Down they go into the pottery. With the 
feeling of a true workman, he is happy in displaying the 
wonders of his work. The boy must turn to show how 
the clay is ground and clarified, then he himself makes 
flower-pots and jugs and vases and pitchers and mugs 
and bowls, to show how the work is done. Miss May is 
astonished. She had always thought that these things 
were made in moulds, and is surprised and fascinated at 
the beauty with which the well-trained, skillful fingers 
fashion them. John’s father is delighted with her 
delight,—we all love to excite delight in our work,—and 
talks and illustrates and beams. 

And then—yes, actually she is led (the five girls, the 
four boys, and the eldest girl in company) to the stable to 
see the new mule! It is taken out, measured, she is 
shown how many hands high it now is, and assured that 
it will grow “yet a hand.” And the horse, and the 
wagon, and the pump, and the chickens, and the rabbits, 
well, the whole estate and its fixtures, are shown with glee 
and pride. 

But it grows late, and she must leave. Regrets are 
loud, invitations to call again are urgent, apologies for 
John are earnest. Called to see John, and he not — 
visible! Miss May did not regret it, however, for she 
felt that she had gained an influence in the family that 
would be turned for good. The whole family escort her 
to the corner to show a shorter road. She walks slowly 
homeward, the fluttering heart, the stifled breath, have 
passed away. The eldest daughter has promised to come, 
and perhaps John, surely John will soon cease to be 
“Oh, that John!” with a sigh and a groan attached. 


COMMON SENSE AND THE BIBLE. 


BY ELLA A. DRINKWATER, 


“There is a sort of chance about our rising from the 
dead. St. Paul said so when he wrote to the church at 
Corinth,” said a Sunday-school teacher. “TI have thought 
a great deal about that. Don’t you remember that it 
says, ‘it may chance of wheat or some other grain’? So 
we can’t be sure how we shall arise.” 

“ But there may be another word with the same mean- 
ing that will express the idea more plainly to you,” I 
suggested. 

“But that is the Bible word, and we must not change 
that,” she answered, decidedly. 

And she would not be convinced, although I read the 
passage several times, substituting for instance of wheat, 
namely of wheat, perhaps of wheat, nor would she under- 
stand that “bare grain” could be translated, simp/y grain, 
only grain, merely grain, but contended that we were 
twisting the Bible words to suit our own views, and left 
us “of the same opinion still.” 

Thus the Bible suffers in the house of its nominal 
friends, who either do not believe it to be the word of 
God, or else fear that he is neither wise nor powerful 
enough to sustain it when tested by common sense. 

To many of its readers the Bible is a sort of mysterious 
Mumbo Jumbo which, they believe, often assures them 
that black is white; but they dare not investigate it as 
they would another book, for fear—well, they haven’t the 
time, and then there are so many contradictions in it 
that they are afraid their faith may become shaken if 
they study too deeply. So with a secret fear of bringing 
it “forth into the light of things” they praise it in clarion 
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tones, urge its acceptance upon others, and aver that 
they are willing to stake their immortal interests on its 
veracity. 

Although unbelievers of every name have wrangled 
over every truth which it contains, its authenticity and 
credibility have been the more firmly established; but 
when its supposed friends (whose ideas are so strongly 
brought out through our International lessons) read it 
with the exercise of less common sense than they bestow 
upon Mother Goose, they seriously compromise its dignity. 

As we are encouraged to come “boldly unto the throne 
of grace,” so let us bring a reverent boldness to the study 
of the word. 

Some people believe and quote every word of the Bible 
as if God said it, giving equal weight to the arguments of 
Job's miserable comforters with the teachings of Christ 
and the inspirations of the evangelists. 

And just here is the teachers’ opportunity to help their 
scholars discriminate between man’s words and God’s 
words, and to trace the light that, dawning upon the gar- 
den of Eden, shone more and more until the coming of 
Christ in the flesh and the descent of the Holy Spirit. 

Let us never evade a Bible truth, never fear its import, 
never deny its existence, but use common sense and a 
good English dictionary; for the breath of a life-time 
consumed in prayer will never bring us any “spiritual 
enlightenment” of the word “may chance” unless we are 
willing to take the trouble to use every means for under- 
standing it. 

The promise of divine assistance in the study of the 
word, like many of our precious gifts, has been sadly 
misunderstood by people who will lazily dream over the 
Bible while they wait for some inspiratiem that will en- 
lighten them with the least exertion. 

Now I believe that God helps us in this study of the 
Bible precisely as he does in the study of mathematics, 
and in no easier way; the answer in either case comes 
only after hard work. If those of us who are not familiar 
with the “original” will study the Bible with concord- 
ance, Bible text book, and English dictionary, (oh! why 
don’t the superintendents who weary us with their thread- 
bare prayers begin to give thanks for the English dic- 
tionary?) a new meaning will be given us that we never 
could obtain from drowsing over a commentary, simply 
because we have labored for it. 

The Corinthians “ hearing, believed, and were baptized.” 
We can never hear aright until we come to the Bible with- 
out prejudice, and believing in it so thoroughly that we 
dare take it all to pieces and put it together again with 
the same common sense that we use in parsing a sentence. 


A SUNDAY-SCHOOL CLASS IN BOSTON. 
BY MRS, SARAH K, BOLTON. 


Curiosity led me recently to Tremont Temple, Dr. 
George ©. Lorimer’s church, to visit the largest Sunday- 
school class in our city, and one of the largest in the world. 
I saw before me a class of six hundred and twenty mem- 
bers, a very young-looking man, seeming scarcely more 
than a boy, for a teacher, and eager and attentive listeners 
and talkers, some not over sixteen, some perhaps seventy. 
The bell for closing rang all too soon. Not half had 
expressed their thoughts as they wished. 

And this large company had grown from two persons 
four years ago! What was the secret of success? 

The members are from all grades of society, some from 
other churches, but most of them before coming here 
were not church-goers, A large portion have now been 
converted. The class has a president, secretary, treasurer, 
an executive committee of six, and a visiting committee 
of nineteen, whose province it is to look after the sick 
among them, aid the needy, and bury those dying out of 
their number who are unable to pay their funeral 
expenses. A monthly social gathering is held, and an 
annual dinner provided, for which each furnishes what he 
or she chooses. A printed directory, with the names and 

residences of all the members, is given to each. 

The growth of the class is the more remarkable, 
because the teacher, Colonel Russell H. Conwell, isa man 
of constant activity, lecturing nearly every night through 
the season, a lawyer, and a writer of such books as the 
“ Life of President Hayes,” “Woman and the Law,” and 
the “Life of Bayard Taylor,” his friend, of which the 
first edition of five thousand has been at once exhausted. 
It is only one more illustration of the well-known fact, 
that the busiest hands and brains do the work of the 
world, and not the people of leisure. He has taught 
the class the needed lesson of self-help, and inspired 
them with his own enthusiasm and earnestness. 

His life is a lesson to boys. Coming to this city poor, 
he has worked his way to success. He fitted for Yale 
College, went into the army as a private, studied law 


while there instead of wasting his time, and was admitted 
to the bar as soon as his term of service was over. He 
then went around the world as a newspaper correspondent 
for the New York Tribune and other papers. 

His habits of study are worthy of imitation. He 
always carries a German, French, or Italian book in his 
pocket, for use on the cars or whenever he has a little 
leisure. While he has scarcely any time to visit the 
class personally, he knows all by name, and shows that 
he feels a sincere interest in each. His frankness and 
warm-heartedness are shown by his kindly face and 
genial manner. 

The organization of the class is well-nigh perfect. 
Aside from this, its success comes largely from having a 
live man for a leader, who loves the study of the word 
of God, and believes in its practical application to life. 
A church with such a class to feed it could scarcely fail of 
being a success, and such a class, with new light coming 
to it constantly from the Bible, could not fail to be a 
power in any community. 

This is labor put in the right place. If so busy a man 
can do this grand work for Christ, what excuse is there 
for the tens of thousands not so occupied? 

Every such instance of great results from small begin- 
nings lays new responsibility upon us, who profess to be 
doing our best for the Master. 


MY FATHER’S HOUSE. 
BY SARAH GOULD, 
In my Father’s house are many mansions: . . 
place for you.—John 14 : 2. 
Lord, we bless thee for this token, 
Ere to Heaven thou didst depart, — 


Sweetest word was ever spoken, 
To the sorrowing, lonely heart. 


. I go to prepare a 


Where our sainted ones adore thee 
Is the Father’s house above, 

And a dwelling-place before thee, 
Of eternal peace and love. 


If so sweet, Lord, is communion, 
While afar from Heaven we roam, 
What will be the perfect union 
Of thy children at their home! 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


ROB’S REVENGE. 
BY THE REV. EDWARD A. RAND. 


“Hold him in! shove him down! don’t let him get 
out, Burly!” 

“T won’t, Brawler.” 

Rob screamed. Rob struggled. Rob twisted. Rob 
used his fists, As a last resort, Rob used his legs. 

It was of no use. Burly held Rob firmly in the bottom 
of the wagon, while Brawler, whipping up Old Sorrel, 
joined with Burly in a hearty laugh. 

It was a contemptible caper on the part of the young 
men. Rob Mason had asked them to give him a ride 
toward his home, which they did. They did not, how- 
ever, drop him near “the corner” as he urged. That 
would demand only a short walk to his home. They 
jokingly urged him to take a longer ride, and then a 
longer ride, and then a still longer ride. 

Rob said at last he meant to get out. 

He must get out. 

He would get out any way. 

He kicked worse than Old Sorrel in mosquito time, 
but his tormentors persisted in carrying him a mile 
beyond “ the corner.” 

“All right. Let him out now,” said Brawler. 

“T have dropped him. Drive on,” replied Burly. 

Rob was left standing in the road, fuming and fizzing 
like a bottle of beer when the stopper is started. 

“Til have my revenge,” he shouted to the retreating 
couple in the wagon. 

“O young man! will you? Take it out in walking 
home. That isa mile or so away,” said Brawler. 

Rob knew the young men must return by that road, 
and back he went into some thick woods, taking a lot of 
stones in his pocket. 

“Tl let them drive at those rascals,” thought Rob, 
crouching in the thick undergrowth as in an ambuscade. 

“T’ll stay here till they come back.” 

Rob began to think. He had been too mad to think. 

“Tsn’t it mean to stone folks?” said conscience. 

He threw away one stone. 

“ And folks, too, that don’t see you!” 

He threw away another stone. 





“You know it is not your style to stone folks.” 





He threw away a third stone. 

“You know you belong to the Sunday-school.” 

He threw away a fourth stone. 

He threw away all his stones. 

“ What is that noise?” he asked. 

He thrust his head out of the thicket and looked up 
the road. While the woods bordered one side of the 
road, on the other, at the foot of a steep, rocky bank, ran 
a noisy, brawling river. The noise could not come from 
the river? 

“No,” said Rob, “ it is Old Sorrel coming along.” 

It was Old Sorrel, ambling along as comfortably as 
could be expected from such a pack of bones. Behind 
him was the wagon. Neither Burly nor Brawler was 
there. Old Sorrel had evidently turned tramp, and 
had started out to see the world for himself. See? He 
had not seen anything for long years. There was no 
more vision to his eyes than to a mummy’s. Old Sor- 
rel stopped opposite Rob’s hiding-place, and began to 
feed on the thick, rich grass by the roadside. 

“Why!” thought Rob, “ he’s getting near that bank.” 

Old Sorrel kept poking his nose nearer and nearer 
the edge of the bank. If he had been in the center of a 
prairie, he could not have grazed with less concern about 
his awkward steps. 

“ He will go over the bank, sure,” exclaimed Rob. 

“ Let him go,” was his first thought. “I won’t,” was 
the second. He rushed toward Old Sorrel. 

In the mean time, the firm of Brawler and Burly—a 
very nice firm—was making excellent time, for foot-pas- 
sengers, down the road. The young men had fastened 
Old Sorrel securely, as they thought, and had gone 
into the woods after berries. The horse had improved 
his opportunity, worked himself loose, and started off, 
like his masters, to have a good time. 

“Burly, where’s Old Sorrel?” asked Brawler, step- 
ping out of the woods. 

“ Where?” replied Burly, coming forward, turning his 
head up and then down the road. Burly had a bushy 
head but a long, slender neck, and it looked now like a 
broom turning on its stick. 

“Where?” said Burly again. “Gone! Put!” 

And put they did. Brawler took the lead. Nearing 
Rob’s intended ambuscade, he looked ahead, and there 
was a boy leading Old Sorrel back from the steep 
river bank! Brawler came up to the scene of the rescue, 
hurriedly panting after his long chase. 

“ That’s—right—boy! Good for you! You are—a 
fine””— Brawler stopped. “ Why—who—who’s this?” 

“T’m the boy you carried a mile out of the way.” 

Brawler stopped short, as if he had been playing base 
ball, and the ball had hit him jwhere he felt it a good 
deal. 

In the mean time, up came Burly. 

“Boy, you are a good”—he ejaculated, and then 
stopped. It was an interesting sight, the two young men 
with a thunder-struck expression, dumb as thieves caught 
stealing sheep, and little Rob calmly confronting them. 
They seemed so paralyzed that I don’t know but Rob 
could have tied them hand and foot like sheep, and so 
driven off with them in the back of the wagon. 

Brawler thrust his hand into his pocket. “ Here’s 
half a dollar, and don’t you think anything of what we 
did,” he said in a low voice. 

“T could not take the money,” said Rob. 

No urging would prevail with him. “ Well, if that 
ain’t a queer boy!” said Brawler to Burly as they rode off. 

Queer boy? I know those young men had some queer 
feelings. 





OUR NINE DAYS’ WONDER. 
BY F. B, STANFORD. 


It is a story I have thought of a good many times; for 
it all happened in an odd way, and turned out in a manner 
that surprised every one of us. I mean every one of us 
who was at Brighthope School when Uncle Rufus was a 
teacher there. 

One afternoon near the close of our summer term, my 
chum Chris and I got permission to go over to the harbor 
a-fishing. It was one of those bright, sunshiny after- 
noons when the sea lies like a polished mirror under the 
sky, and you may watch the heat glimmering up from 
the long docks, and hear a sleepy, dreamy hum every- 
where. The great ships lay at their moorings still and 
drowsy, with the water throbbing and eddying at their 
bows and around the rudders and anchors. Here and 
there the sailors were dozing, idle as though they were 
forever done with cruising in foreign lands, and never 
expected to patch clothes or tell any more wonderful stories. 
Chris and I could hardly get a bite, the fish were so shy, 
darting one way and another from our hooks, which the 
sunlight revealed to their wary eyes. But we waited, 
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hoping that it would somehow manage to become cloudy 
before long. Off in the distance we thought we saw a 
mite of a cloud; and after a while the captain of the ship 
nearest us came on deck to look at it through his glass. 
You may be sure he laughed at us when he said that it 
was only the smoke from a big steamer going past. 

He was Captain Birdsley. A funny little man as ever 
you saw, with tremendous gray whiskers all over his face, 
and eyes as bright as the steel buttons on his vest. When 
it began to grow late, and we wound up our lines without 
having caught any fish, he invited us aboard his ship and 
gave us alot he had. That is the way it all came about 
as it did—just because the fish did not bite. He found 
out, of course, that we belonged to Brighthope School, 
and he asked all sorts of questions about Uncle Rufus— 
Mr. Davids, he called him, for that was really his name, 
Mr. Rufus Davids. He did not know Uncle Rufus, he 
said, and we mustn’t say a word to anybody that we had 
been asked about him. But he wanted to know if he was 
always good to us, and whether he had any boys of his 
own, and how long he had been a teacher in the school, 
and did he wear good clothes and have much money. 

Chris and I felt a little afraid, but we answered as well 
as we knew how, and told him what a glorious man Uncle 
Rufus was—that the boys called him Uncle Rufus behind 
his back just because they all liked him so much, that he 
looked out for us when we were sick, that he played foot- 
ball, and went with us every Saturday on long rambles 
in the woods. 

“ Ay, ay,” said the Captain, thrusting his hands deep 
into his pockets, and looking down at us both, “that’s the 
man, my lads, that’s the man, you may depend upon it.” 

He then walked up and down the cabin, pulling his 
whiskers, rubbing his hands, and looking at us as though 
he was very much pleased. I suppose he was thinking 
about the eggs; for after a moment or two he went for- 
ward to the cook’s kitchen and got them, two turkey’s 
eggs in a small basket. 

“T want you, sonnies,” he said in a whisper, “to take 
these up to Mr. Davids, and give them to him when no 
cne is looking. Do you mind, when no one is looking?” 

Both Chris and I said we would do so, for we were in a 
hurry to leave. 

“Don’t tell him where they came from, sonnies,” he 
whispered again, as we were clambering over the ship’s 
side, ‘‘ Just give them to him, basket and all, and say, 
‘His ship will be on the high seas in the morning, and 
there’s no use of looking for him.’ Say that, and”— 

We heard him jingle a lot of silver and gold in his 
pocket as we hurried away. But we did not stop for 
anything until we had left a long distance behind, and 
were near the school. 

“ Goodness!” said Chris, dropping from our run into a 
walk, “what do you suppose Uncle Rufus will want of 
these eggs, Sid?” 

I thought perhaps the captain was crazy, or playing 
some joke on Uncle Rufus. 

“ Let’s look at them anyhow,” said Chris, stopping and 
raising the lid of the basket. “ Here’sa slip of paper 
with them also.” And he drew out a piece of brown 
wrapping-paper, on which was written in big, awkward 
letters, — 

“Boil these eggs hard, and then examine them closely.” 

We read the words over three or four times, and then 
Chris lay down on the grass and broke out laughing. 
I laughed, too, till the water came in my eyes; for it 
seemed funny indeed to carry such a present to such a 
man as dear old Uncle Rufus, who would always blush 
if any of us boys even looked straight at him. Ah! if 
we could only have guessed the secret those two eggs 
contained, we would not have laughed much. It is more 
probable we should have spent our time wishing we were 
Uncle Rufus; though, of course, no one ought to have 
wished himself fortunate in place of him, for he always 
deserved everything good. 

It soon began to grow dark, however, and, coming to 
our senses, we hurried on. As we approached the play- 
ground, we met Uncle Rufus going out alone for his 
walk after supper, and Chris carried the basket right up 
to him. 

“Here is something a gentleman down at the harbor 
wished us to give you, sir,” he said. 

“Give to me?” inquired Uncle Rufus, astonished. 
“There must be some mistake, Christopher.” 

“No, sir; he said we must give the basket to you 
when nobody was looking.” 

Uncle Rufus drew open the cover, and peeked in. 

“Very well,” he replied, suddenly becoming as red as 
any of us ever saw him. “I thank you. You may go 
now.” 

If he had tossed them out on the ground right there 
and then, as we hoped he would—well, we should not 





have thought much more about it, I think, nor he would 
not have been such a happy Uncle Rufus as he was six 
months afterwards. As it was, we went and ate our 
supper; and then we found a dozen or more of the boys 
in Tom Webber’s room, where we told all about it. 
Some of the largest boys thought that the eggs might be 
a rare kind which the captain had gotten in a foreign 
country, and wanted Uncle Rufus to put among the 
curiosities in the cabinet. Two or three believed it was 
only a freak of the old fellow’s; and the rest of us had 
various opinions. 

The next day we talked about it so much that there 
was not one among us who would not have given every 
cent of his pocket-money to find out whether Uncle 
Rufus really did boil the eggs. Most of us half expected 
to see him eat them at breakfast. But he neither ate 
eggs nor said anything about them; and when he came 
into the school-room to hear our lessons, he looked quite 
as mild and unconcerned as ever. That was the kind of 
man he was,—a pleasant, quiet man, with big brown 
eyes, and straggling gray hairs here and there in his 
beard. He used to get a lot of us little fellows around the 
jolly study fire in the winter evenings, and then read 
aloud from the grand old story-books. Are there any of 
the Brighthope boys who have forgotten how his face 
used to look when he smiled and laughed and read on 
and on till we could hardly wait for the end to come? 
Are there any who have forgotten how proud of him we 
all felt that night when Captain—? But never mind that 
now. It was six months before it happened; and in the 
mean while our summer vacation came, and we all went 
home. 

When we came back after ten weeks, a surprise 
awaited us. Uncle Rufus was having built a handsome 
stone house across the street from the school, and he and 
his wife were going to live in it as soon as it was finished. 

None of us liked that at first, for we wanted them to 
live with us just as they always had done. We watched 
the carpenters put in the doors and windows, and work 
away as fast as they could day after day. Then by and 
by the painters came and painted everything inside, and 
a good deal outside ; and just right over the front door 
they put these words in large, gold letters : 

“ONE GOOD DEED BUILT THIS HOUSE.” 

Of course we all were puzzled. Uncle Rufus had done 
several good deeds, but we could not guess how any such 
thing had built his house. And not a boy in the school 
had any idea that the two turkey’s eggs were at the bot- 
tom of the whole mystery. No one would have thought 
of that. 

“You will have to wait nine days, boys,” Uncle Rufus 
said, laughing, when some of us were bold enough to ask 
about it. “Ishall have the new furniture moved in by 
that time, and then we'll have a feast and a bran-new 
story that will beat anything you have heard for a year.” 

So it turned out a regular nine days’ wonder with us; 
and on the Saturday morning when we each and all 
received from Uncle Rufus a dainty envelope containing 
an invitation to dine with Mr. and Mrs. Davids in their 
new home at six o’clock that evening, you may be sure 
every one hastened to send in his card saying that it 
would give him much pleasure, and so forth and so forth, 
and that he might be expected to be present promptly at 
the hour appointed. I remember that Chris borrowed 
one of my colored neck-ties, and got it on wrong-side 
before; and that in our hurry and haste to dress after an 
exciting afternoon of base ball, I put a shoe on one foot 
and a boot on the other without knowing what I was 
about. 

When we finally went over to the house, Uncle Rufus 
received us in a room that looked as though it had come 
straight out of fairyland. It was full of flowers and 
pictures, and birds with bright, rare plumage. A great 
aquarium stood in one of the bow-windows, just where 
the sunlight could fall through it and make the goldfish 
sparkle as they darted hither and thither in the water. 
Curious images rested here and there on bracktts; a 
wonderful clock on the mantle-piece had a whole troop 
of soldiers that marched in and out of its sides whenever 
it struck the hour; and over this were the eggs, the same 
identical turkey’s eggs that the Captain had given Chris 
and me. They had been blown clear, and were suspended 
from the ceiling by golden threads, Every little breath 
swung them to and fro; and after I had been watching 
them from across the room a long while, I believed that 
I could see a sentence or two on one of them in faded 
letters. Uncle Rufus led the way just then, however, 
to the dining-room, and I did not have a chance to make 
any farther discovery. 

“Once upon a time,” began Uncle Rufus, after he had 
said grace and removed the covers,—“ once upon a time 
there was a man sitting on a dock ’— 





The door-bell rang sharply, and made us all look inquir- 
ingly atoneanother. Thenext moment theservant ushered 
in a little, weather-beaten man with tremendous gray 
whiskers and bright eyes. 

“Why, bless us all!” exclaimed Uncle Rufus, jumping 
up. “ Here’s the very man himself. Boys, let me intro- 
duce you to Captain Birdsley, a man who has sailed the 
seas over and kept a warm place in his heart these twenty 
years for me.” 

“Ay, ay, my lads!” said the captain heartily, and at 
the same time running his bright eyes over us all; “he’s 
the man, you may be sure of that. When you find a 
friend, just clap your hand on him and hold on,—that’s 
what I say. Just clap your hand on him and hold on.” 

He took a seat at the head of the table, tucked a couple 
of napkins over his shirt bosom, joined us with knife and 
fork, and continued: 

“Oace upon a time, my lads, there was a little boy 
sitting on a dock fishing ”— 

“Why,I was just saying when you came, Captain,” 
broke in Uncle Rufus, “that it was a man who sat on the 
dock.” 

“ Ay, friend, it was a man and a boy too; but I’ll tell 
about the boy. He was sitting on a dock fishing, as I 
said; and by and by along came a rough, homely-looking 
sailor, and sat down near him. The fellow had been out 
of work a good while, and he had no friends, no money, 
nor anything to eat. He was almost starved, and didn’t 
care what happened to him next. Pretty soon the boy 
took a little notice of him. ‘ You don’t look well, mister,’ 
he said timidly. ‘No, I ain’t,’ the man answered surlily. 
‘Anything I can do for you?’ asked the boy timidly again. 
‘Got anything to eat?’ replied the man. ‘Yes; a couple 
of eggs. Here they are,’ he said. ‘ You are welcome to 
them and more too if I had them.’ From that moment 
= 

“ Well, I was the man, my lads,” the Captain said, after 
a moment’s hesitation, “and that was the boy,” nodding 
at Uncle Rufus, who was red as a coal. 

“ And about six months ago,” said Uncle Rufus, “I got 
those eggs back, or two in their stead.” 

“To be sure,” put in the Captain. “I didn’t forget that 
boy, though I went a good piece round the world after- 
wards, and had alot more hard knocks, He made me 
feel sort of kind towards every poor hungry fellow I saw, 
and I got on better in several ways. I helped the captain 
of our ship one time when he was in trouble, and that 
made him feel sort of kind too; and then a lot of men in 
the forecastle caught the feeling, and, you see, the thing 
spread, like the whooping-cough or the measles, until we 
were a different sort altogether.” 

Uncle Rufus got right up here, and asked us to excuse 
his absence a moment. We thought he wanted to stop 
the Captain’s story about him; but in two or three 
minutes he returned holding the eggs before him dangling 
on their golden threads. 


“And now,” said he, “Iam going to finish my story 
about the man. I met him a number of years after that 
day he sat on the dock, and I found that he was one of 
the kindest men in the world. He had become the 
captain of a great ship, and all the men under him said 
he was the best master to sail with in the port. But it is 
about these eggs that I want particularly to tell you,” he 
said, pausing, and holding the two high, so we all coul.: 
see them. “ He sent these to me in a sly way, with oni) 
a few words written in pencil telling me to boil then: 
hard, and then examine them carefully. What do you 
suppose happened when I did that?” 

We looked at the Captain, who was now quite as red a+ 
Uncle Rufus had been, and stroking his beard nervously. 

“Tt was just a trick of mine, you see, boys,” he saic, 
his curious eyes growing brighter than ever and sparkling 
with a smile, “I had heard that if you mix a little 
lemon juice with grease, you can write anything you 
have a mind to on an egg, and nobody can read it unti 
the egg has been in boiling water or vinegar. So when | 
sent his eggs back to him after twenty years, I thought 
I’d put a word or two on them,” 

“And this is what he wrote, boys,” put in Uncle 
Rufus, turning one of the eggs so that we could catch « 
glimpse of something which looked like printed words. 
‘If Mr. Rufus Davids will call on the Seaman’s Bank, 
he will learn something to his advantage.’ ” 

I think we boys all flushed up a little then, when we 
began to see what was coming. 

“Why, he had placed ten thousand dollars in that 
bank for me—for me, boys!” 

Instantly we sprang up from the table, and, waving 
the napkins, gave three hearty cheers for Captai 
Birdsley ; and then every one of us managed to give hi- 
hand a good, jolly shake. Our nine days’ wonder ended 
in one of the pleasantest evenings I ever had in my life. 
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redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
are ye saved through faith. 


LESSON HELPS. 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR, 
[Second Quarter, 1879.| 


4. April 27.—The Coming Saviour..........-------+-----+-- Isaiah 49: 1-10 | teach you the fear of the Lord. Psa. 34: 11.——Hearken 
5. May 4.—The Suffering Saviour.-.-....----------- nenesees Isaiah 53: 1-12 | ynto me every one of you, and understand. Mark 7: 14.—— 
Sy Seceeee Serer ca omocamensasacnoenneseereens Teatah 95: 2-32 | Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
7. May 18.—The Saviour’s Kingdom. .......-----.--------0+++ Micah 4: 1-8 7 

8. May 25.—The Holy Spirit Promised........ piieuise vethiolil Joel 2; 28-32 | Rom. 10: 17. 

9. June 1.—Prophecy against Tyre.......-.00--0-----+-++= en 74) ¥, 3. Come unto me.—Come unto me, all ye that labor 
10. June 8&.—The Valley of Dry Bones........--.-----+«-+-- Ezekiel 37: 1-10 e . ite * . 98 
ll. Junel5. The Need of God's Spirit.....-.....--.-.--- Zechariah 4: 1-14 | and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matt. 11: rt 
12. June 22.—Consecration to GOd........--------+---0---0++ Malachi 3: 8-18 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 


13, June 29.—Review 


LESSON 6, SUNDAY, MAY 11, 1879. 
Title: THE SAVIOUR'S CALL. 


GOLDEN TEXT: 
AND DRINK.—John 7: 37. 


Ik ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME UNTO ME, 


Lesson Topic: Salvation Urged. 


1. Who may Come, v. 1-5. 
Outline: 2. When to Come, v. 6. 
8. Why to Come, v. 7-11. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, May 5: Isaiah 55: 1-11. 
Tuesday, May 6: Matt, 11: 25-30. 
Wednesday, May 7: Rev. 21: 1-8. 
Thursday, May 8: Heb. 3: 7-15. 
Friday, May 9: Luke 13 : 24-30. 
Saturday, May 10: Acts 3: 19-26. 
Sunday, May 11: Mark 4: 13-20. 
LESSON TEXT, 
{Isa, 55: 1-11.) 

1. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. 

2. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness. 

8. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David. 

4. Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a 
leader and commander to the people. 

5. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, 
and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee, because of 
the Lorp thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath 
glorified thee. 

6. Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near : 

7. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lorp, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the LorpD. 

9, For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

10. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater, 

11. So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 


Salvation urged. 

Who may come. 

Who will not come. 
When to come. 
When not to come. 

Why all should come, 
Why many do not come, 


hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God . . . I will put none of 
these diseases upon thee. 
pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto my commandments 


Rom, 3: 24. 
Eph. 2: 8. 
Hearken diligently.——If thou wilt diligently 





By grace 
V. 2. 
Ex. 15: 26.—And it shall come to 


. . . that I will give you the rain of your land in his due season. 
Deut. 11: 13, 14.——Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will 





John 6: 37.—— 
And let him that 


that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 


heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. Rev. 
22: 17. 
An everlasting covenant.——And I will establish my 


covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant. Gen. 17: 7——He 
hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things, and sure. 2 Sam, 23: 5. I will direct their work in 
truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Isa. 
61: 8.——Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant. Heb. 13: 20. 

Vv. 4. A leader and commander.—— Yet have I set my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion. Psa. 2: 6.——He that hath 
mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water 
shall he guide them. Isa, 49: 10. Out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Matt.2: 6.—— 
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Matt. 28: 18.——He calleth 
his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. John 10: 3.—— 
For it became him .. . in bringing many sons into glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
Heb. 2: 10. 
V.5. Thou shalt call a nation. Unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be. Gen. 49: 10.——A people whom I 
have not known shall serve me. Psa. 18 :43.——The Lord 
God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I 
gather others to him, besides those that are gathered unto him, 
Isa. 56: 8. 
He hath glorified thee.—Surely the isles shall wait for 
me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, 
their silver and their gold with them, unto the name ofthe 
Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath 
glorified thee. Isa. 60: 9.——Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his glory? Luke 24: 26.—— 
Now is the Son of man glorified. John 13: 31. Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee. John 17: 1.——The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus. 
Acts 3: 13. 
Vv. 6. While he is near.—What nation is there so 
great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is 
in all things that we call upon him for? Deut. 4: 7. That 
thy name is near thy wondrous works declare. Psa. 75: 1.—— 
The Lord 7s nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that 
call upon himin truth. Psa, 145: 18. 
v.7. Let the wicked forsake his way. If my peo- 
ple, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways ; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land. 2 Chron. 7: 14. 


























shall have mercy. 
Lord thy God. 


shall be showers of blessing. 
seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. 


He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 

Prov. 28: 13.——O Israel, return unto the 
Hosea 14: 1.——And God saw their works, 


it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Isa. 55: 1. Ho Boaz . . . said, Ho, such a one! turn 
aside, sit down here. Ruth 4: 1.—Ho, ho, come forth, and 
flee from the land of the north, saith the Lord. Zech. 2: 6. 

Every one that thirsteth. As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My 
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God. Psa, 42: 1, 2——My 
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is. Psa. 63: 1—— When the poor 
and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth 
for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, J the God of Israel will 
not forsake them. I will open rivers in high places, and foun- 
tains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness 
a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. Isa. 41:17, 
18. Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
John 4: 14,——Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. John 7: 37.,—— 

I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water 
of life freely. Rev. 21: 6. He shewed me a pure river of 
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. Rev. 22: 1.——And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely. Rev. 22:17. 

Without money. Ye shall be redeemed without money, 














that they repented from their evil way; and God repented of 
the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he 
did it not. Jonah 3: 10.——I am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. Matt. 9: 13. 
His thoughts. And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually. Gen. 6: 5, If I re- 
gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. Psa. 
66: 18.—How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? 
Jer. 4: 14.——Let none of you imagine evil in your hearts 
against his neighbour. Zech. 8: 17.——Those things which pro- 
ceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart ; and they defile 
the man. Matt. 15: 18.——Repent therefore of this thy wicked- 
ness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may 
be forgiven thee. Acts 8: 22. 

V.8. My thoughts are not your thoughts, Thou 
hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to come. 
And és this the manner of man, O Lord God? 2Sam.7: 19, 
——Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which 
thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward. Psa. 
40: 5. O Lord, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts 
are very deep. Psa. 92: 5.——Yet saith the house of Israel, 
The way of the Lord is not equal. 
my ways equal? are not your ways unequal ? 

V. 10. As the rain. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, 
my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass. Deut. 32: 2. 
——Thou visiteth the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly 
enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water. Psa. 
65: 9.——He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass : 














O house of Israel, are not 
Ezek. 18 : 29. 








Isa, 52: 3.——Being justified freely by his grace through the 


make them and the places round about my hill a blessing ; and 


I will cause the shower to come down in his season: there 
Ezek. 34: 26. Jt is time to 





Hosea 10: 12. 


V. 11. So shall my word be. When their judges are 
overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words, for they 
are sweet. Psa. 141: 6. Turn you at’ my reproof: behold, I 
will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
unto you. Prov. 1: 23.——He taught me also, and said unto 
me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, 
and live. Prov. 4: 4.——My son, attend to my words; incline 
thine ear unto my sayings. Prov. 4: 20.—Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. Matt. 24: 
35.—tThat on the good ground are they, which in an honest 
and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience. Luke 8: 15—The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. John 6: 63, Of 
his own will begat he us with the word of truth. Jas. 1: 18. 
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorrup- 
tible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever. 
1 Peter 1: 23. 














LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 
This lesson was uttered at the same time and place with 
the two immediately preceding it; that is, at Jerusalem, B. C. 
712. Like the last lesson, it belongs to the second section 
(chaps. 49-57) of the second general portion of Isaiah (chaps. 
40-66). It deals directly with the Messiah and his work, 
rather than with persons and events which prefigured him. 
The last lesson presented the Saviour himself; this presents 
his full and free invitations to men to return unto him and 
be saved. The ample provision described in the last lesson 
fully warrants the broad invitation extended in this. This, 
however, must not be separated from that. The intervening 
chapter (Isa. 54) shows one phase of the results of the Mes- 
siah’s sufferings. It portrays the enlargement and glory of 
God’s kingdom. One of the means of that enlargement and 
glory appears in the lesson. The whole world is to receive 
the gospel call. The wicked are to be invited to come. For 
the hungry and thirsty, abundant and suitable provision is 
made, and they can have it without money and without price. 
The lesson presents (1.) Provision for all, v. 1-3; (2.) A 
leader for all, v. 4,5; (3.) Encouragement for all, v. 6-11. 
How clearly they saw the meaning of these words who first 
heard them, we know not ; but to us, under the gospel’s light, 
no words could be more clear and comforting. 

CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1.) Ho, every one that thirsts, come ye to the waters, 

And he who has no money, come ye, buy and eat, 
And come, buy without money and without price wine 
and milk. . 

(2.) Why do ye spend money for that which is not bread, 
And your labor for that which does not satisfy ? 
Hearken to me, and eat that which is good, 

And let your soul delight itself in fatness. 
(3.) Incline your ear, and come to me, 
Hear, and let your soul live ; 
And I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
The sure mercies of David. 
(4.) Behold, I have set him as a witness of peoples, 
A leader and commander of peoples. 

(5.) Behold, a nation whom thou knowest not thou shalt call, 
And a nation that knows not thee shall run to thee, 
For the sake of Jehovah thy God, 

And for the Holy One of Israel, 
For he hath glorified thee. 
(6.) Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found, 
And call on him while he is near. 
(7.) Let the wicked forsake his way, 
And the iniquitous man his thoughts ; 
And let him return to Jehovah, and he will have mercy 
on him, 
And to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
(8.) For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
And your ways are not my ways, 
Saith Jehovah. 
(9.) For, as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

So are my ways higher than your ways, 

And my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the rain comes down and the snow from heaven, 

And returns not hither, but waters the earth, 

And causes it to bring forth and sprout, 

And gives seed to the sower, and bread to the eater, 

(11.) So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth,— 

It shall not return to me void, 
Bat it shall do what I please, 
And succeed in that for which I send it. 


CONTENTS AND INTERPRETATION. 
Our chapter consists of two parts: verses 1-5 contain a 
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(10.) 





as showers ‘hat water the earth. Psa. 72: 6.——And I will 


general invitation to come and partake of the benefits of 
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Jehovah’s covenant with Israel; verses 6-13 declare the 
certainty of the fulfillment of his word of promise, with the 
ethical condition of participation in it. With this is con- 
nected chapter 56: 1-8, in which it is announced that 
strangers, non-Israelites, if they keep Jehovah’s law, shall 
not be excluded from the blessings of Israel’s restoration to 
its own land. 


The subject of this section is the same as that of chapter 49, 
chapter 40, and, indeed, of the whole prophecy; namely, 
Israel’s restoration to Palestine from Babylon, and the glory 
that will attend its re-establishment in its land, and its 
appointment by God to be instructor of the nations. The 
restoration is mentioned in 12, and 56:7, 8. The 
peculiarity of the section is the distinct way in which it 
demands righteousness as the condition of sharing in 
Jehovah’s covenant (verse 7); it has an evangelical clearness 
of spirituality. It is the history of the setting up of God’s 
spiritual kingdom, into which the nations shall come through 
Israel’s teaching and guidance. But here again, as elsewhere 
in the prophecy, the prophet, his soul elevated and fired by 
the spirit of God, sees and describes such a glorious kingdom 
of God as Israel was never to establish ; his hopes find their 
fulfillment only in Christ and his kingdom. Though there is 
no mention here of the Servant of Jehovah, it is clear that the 
thought is the same as in those pass?ges in which the servant 
is mentioned by name, and that the prophet is looking to the 
great religious mission that Jehovah had given his people. 
This is the great spiritual fact that God commissioned this 
prophet to declare: that the divine life-giving truth should 
come to all the world through the servant that God had 
chosen. For the fulfillment of this hope many a prophet 
waited in vain, and all their anticipations did not reach the 
divine reality in Christ. 


55: 


NOTES. 

Verse 1.—Invitation to come and accept the benefits of 
God’s covenant with his people. The preceding chapter (54) 
is one of consolation: Jehovah promises the most glorious 
establishment for Israel in righteousness, so that they, now 
subjects, shall be lords over nations (v. 3). On this now 
follows in our chapter an appeal to the people (Israel) to 
leave other hopes of prosperity and rely on their God alone, 
so that they might enjoy the blessings that he would surely 
give. The appeal is put in the form of an invitation to the 
hungry and thirsty to come and satisfy themselves: ho, every 
one that thirsts (all ye that need instruction and help), come ye 
to the waters (to the only place where thirst can be satisfied— 
the allusion is to Jehovah and his covenant, yv. 3). It is 
added that the satisfying drinks are to be had free of pay- 
ment, without money and without price. The immediate 
historical allusion here is to the fact that the Israelites in 
Babylon, looking not to Jehovah but to themselves for pros- 
perity, trusting not to his covenant with his people but to their 
own labor among the heathen, were toiling incessantly for a 
poor reward; whereas, if they would listen to the prophets, 
fix their hopes on their own land, and look to God, he would 
perform and they should do nothing. The word, however, 
has a wider meaning, applying to all men everywhere in 
their effort after the highest blessing of life : God gives freely 
the spiritual knowledge and happiness that men toil for in 
vain. Wine and milk are put, as the staples of life ( as they 
were among the Hebrews), for all food. The word rendered 
buy is used in Hebrew specifically for buying grain, and may 
here contain a reference to grain alongside of the milk and 
wine, the three representing the ordinary food of men; or 
it may be used here generally in the sense of “ procure.” 

Verse 2.—The contrast between their unfruitful toil and 
Jehovah’s free and satisfying provision. Why do ye (the 
address is to those Israelites who were slow to believe 
the prophet’s declaration that God would restore the people 
to their own land—but it applies to all men) spend (literally, 
“weigh,” which is the primary meaning of our “spend ” ) 
money for that which is not bread—this expression is explained 
by the next (parallel) line: and your labor for that which does 
not satisfy? that is, you Israelites are toiling to secure happi- 
ness regardless of Jehovah’s covenant and promise, but your 
labor will not be satisfactory. Many of the exiles had joined 
themselves to the communities among whom they lived, and 
were content with their position; at the beginning of the 
captivity Jeremiah counselled them to do this (Jer. 29: 4-7) ; 
but now, when their deliverance was near, the case was dif- 
ferent, it was their duty to look for their prosperity in their 
re-establishment as a people in the land of promise. Hence 
the exhortation that follows: hearken to me and eat that which 
is good, and let your soul (that is, yourself) delight itself in fat- 
ness, believe in my promise, prosper, enjoy all delicious 
things (fatness, the fat of the land, that is, the best products 
of the land). Both the “hearken” and the “to me” are 
emphatic. The former is equivalent to “indeed hearken ;” 
the latter contrasts Jehovah with others to whom they had 
listened. Thesense is: why do you follow unsatisfying things 
and listen to unworthy counsels; nay, rather hearken to me 
and be filled with good. What this means is explained in 
the next verse. 

Verse 3.—Continuation of the exhortation. Incline your 
ear, and come to me (form of address frequent in the Book of 





Proverbs, see Prov. 4: 1,20; 5:1; 23:26); hear, and let your 
soul live. “Soul” stands here, as in the preceding verse, for 
“life, person, self;” the sense: listen to me, Israel, that you 
may live. The “ life” referred to is, of course, natural, bodily 
life; these two lines form a continuation of the preceding 
verses, in which the blessings that Jehovah has to bestow are 
represented under the figure of the supplying of bodily wants : 
“Cometo me,” says Jehovah, “and your hunger and thirst shall 
be satisfied without price, you shall enjoy the best things, 
you shall live.” This last expression sums up the catalogue 
of blessings; as death was the greatest evil under the old 
dispensation, life was the greatest happiness (Prov. 2: 21, 22; 
3:16; 4: 22; Psa, 37: 22; Isa. 38: 18,19). This is more 
particularly explained by the next couplet: and J will make 
with you an everlasting covenant, which would be the source of 
all the above-mentioned blessings, an agreement to bestow on 
Israel all good things, in return for which Israel was to be 
faithful to his service. This covenant is described as ihe 
sure (steadfast, faithful, enduring) mercies of David; that is, 
the mercies or kindnesses promised to David (2 Sam. 7 : 12- 
16; 1 Chron, 17: 11-14), namely, the perpetual maintenance 
of his family on the throne, which involved the perpetual 
duration of the nation. From verses 5 and 12 we may infer 
that it is the latter fact the prophet has particularly in view. 
God’s promise to David carried with it the preservation of 
Israel’s life, and that life, with the blessing of God, was to 
be a source of blessing to all the world. This covenant or 
agreement, formerly made with David, Jehovah will now 
make with Israel ; not that the former agreement is abrogated, 
but in this gloomy period of the nation’s history, when, a 
desolate exile, it thought its God had forgotten it, he comes 
with a renewal of the promise made in the glorious times of 
David. “In your depths of woe and suffering,” says Jehovah 
through the prophet, “ think of the prosperity of my servant 
David and what I promised him; all that shall be yours.” 
And in its spiritual essence it did become theirs, not in the 
way they thought, but through a greater king than David 
and a better teacher than Israel (Acts 13: 34, where Christ’s 
resurrection is regarded as the culmination of his earthly 
career). 


Verse 4.—The prophet, speaking in the name of Jehovah, 
goes on to identify David with the people whom he repre- 
sented, and to describe the missionary teaching work of this 
David-Israel, with whom Jehovah’s covenant was made and 
should be made; it is the free prophetic-poetic style that he 
here uses. Behold, I have set.-him (David, here, as the great 
representative man of the past, standing for Israel, since it 
was indeed to Israel that the Davidic promise was given, for 
Abraham, to whom was given the all-embracing promise, was 
before David) as a witness of peoples; that is, as God’s witness 
to the heathen nations, the witness of God’s truth and of the 
faithfulness of his promise, a leader and commander of peoples, 
one who guides and governs them. This is said of David, 
who, however, as the next verse shows, here stands for the 
nation, the servant of God, described elsewhere in this 
prophecy asthe head of the nations (49: 22, 23; 54:3; 60:3; 
61: 6.) David, says the prophet, as the head of God’s 
people, had a promise of blessing, and behold, he yet lives 
in his people, I have made him the head of the nations, and 
in him they shall be blessed. Israel did its work, was a 
teacher and a blessing to the world, but in a limited way 
that did not fill out the prophet’s picture, which was completed 
only in him who is called the Faithful Witness (Rev. 1: 5), 
in whom all the excellency of Israel was summed up, and all 
its promises fulfilled. 


Verse 5.—Israel’s work among the nations. This verse is 
parallel and identical ia meaning with the preceding. There 
Israel is to be witness and leader of the nations; here it is 
center of religious attraction for them. Behold, a nation 
whom thou knowest not (any strange, unknown people) thou 
shalt call (call it to thee, that it may receive thy teaching 
and yield to thy guidance, acknowledging thy authority), 
and a nation that knows not thee shall run to thee (the same 
idea—foreign, distant nations depending on Israel). The 
reason of this flocking of the nations (compare chap. 60) 
follows: for the sake of (or, on account of) Jehovah, thy God, 
and for (unto, having respect to) the Holy One of Israel. It 
was therefore for Jehovah’s sake that the nations should 
come, and the ground of their preference of him over their 
own gods is given in the words, for he hath glorijied thee, made 
thee beautiful and glorious; this act of Jehovah is repre- 
sented by the prophet as already accomplished, it was as 
certain as though it were already done. The picture is one 
of triumph for Israel. Established in their land, most excel- 
lent and prosperous, glorified in all things by Jehovah, 
the nations behold them with wonder, and determine to 
attach themselves to the mighty God whocan do such things. 
Israel thus becomes the religious center of the world (John 
4; 22), as it is to-day in Christ. 

Verse 6.—The prophet here begins a new exhortation 
parallel with the preceding. As there Israel is implored to 
give up its worldly hopes and labor (vs. 1, 2) and trust in 
God’s promise (vs. 3-5),80 here the wicked among the people 
are exhorted to abandon their evil, trusting to God’s mercy 
(vs. 6, 7), seeing that he is certainly going to restore his 





people, for his thoughts, unlike the thoughts of men (vs. 8, 9) 
are always followed by perfect results (vs. 10, 11), and his 
purpose now is that his people shall go forth from Babylon 
in joy and peace (vs. 12,13). First, a general exhortation 
to seek God (equivalent to v.1): Seek ye Jehovah while he 
may be found—the next line is identical in signification : 
and call on him while he is near. It is implied that there may 
be a time when he will not be near and cannot be found 
(compare Proy. 1: 24-31). It is also implied that now he is 
near and to be found; and, in general, he is near whenever 
men call on him in sincerity. The exhortation is here 
addressed to the ungodly of Israel, who had given up their 
hope of return to their own land, and their trust in God and 
obedience to him; but it applies to all men. 


Verse 7.—Continued exhortation with promise of pardon. 
Let the wicked (the high-handed, outbreaking sinner) forsake 
his way (his manner of life)—the next line is parallel and 
equivalent—and the iniquitous man (the man of iniquity, of 
perverse life) his thoughts (his purposes and motives, which 
control his life, equivalent to “way” above), and let him 
return to Jehovah (or, turn to Jehovah, turn from evil, 
ungodly life to the holiness that Jehovah demands—parallel 
passages are Ezek. 3: 18,19; 18: 21), and he will have mercy 
on him (pity him, have compassion, and so forgive)—the next 
line the same: and to our God, for (ground of the sinner’s 
coming) he will abundantly pardon (literally, will increase or 
multiply his pardoning, will richly, wholly pardon). There 
is therefore an ethical condition of pardon and of participa- 
tion in the blessings that Jehovah promises his people— 
there must be a turning away from sin. To all who thus 
sincerely turn, pardon is assured; compare the above-cited 
passages from Ezekiel, and Isaiah 1: 16-18; 57:15. The 


promise, addressed primarily to Israel, belongs to all the 
world. 


Verses 8, 9.—Ground and reason of the exhortation. The 
exhortation is based on the fact that God’s ways and thoughts 
are different from men’s, as high above them as the heavens 
are above the earth. The precise force of this reason is 
differently understood by different expositors. Observing 
that the terms “ ways” and “thoughts” used of ungodly men 
in verse 7 are repeated here, some suppose the meaning to 
be that God’s ways and thoughts differ from men’s in that 
they are holy, and therefore men must turn. But our verses 
apparently assign the reason for God’s willingness to forgive 
rather than for man’s duty to turn from sin; and this 
explanation, besides, does not take into account the succeeding 
context (vs. 10, 11) in which the reason for the statement in 
verses 8, 9, seems to be given. Others explain: God is not 
hard like men, but merciful and ready to pardon, and sinners 
may therefore come confidently to him. This agrees well 
with the latter part of verse 7 (the promise of forgiveness), 
but not with verses 10,11. In these last verses Jehovah says 
that he will accomplish his purposes, and that it is in this 
point that he is unlike men. He does not forget his people 
and his promises, he will deliver Israel; therefore let the 
ungodly who distrust him and cling to Babylon, rather than 
to Canaan, turn now while it is not too late, and repent, and 
he will forgive them, and grant them a share in the blessings 
of the return to the land of promise. Verse 7 does teach 
that Ged is merciful, but that is not the point here insisted 
on. Many of the exiles had grown weary and fearful, 
doubted Jehovah’s purpose to bring back his people, and it 
was important to warn these that he was not vacillating or 
forgetful, but would surely do what he had promised (v. 12, 
compare 52: 11, 12, and 48: 20). 

Verses 10, 11.—In accordance with this view Jehovah goes 
on to illustrate the certainty of his purpose, by the certainty 
and effectiveness of natural phenomena. As the rain fulfills its 
mission, so shall God’s word (his promise to restore his 
exiled people) accomplish its object. The /for assigns the 
reason for the preceding: my ways are higher than your 
ways, for my word shall certainly be fulfilled, even as the 
rain is never resultless. As the rain comes down and the snow 
from heaven (as rain and snow fall from the sky), and returns 
not thither (that is, does not fail in its mission; the prophet 
is not thinking of a return of the rain and snow to the sky, 
in the form of vapor, but the connection shows that he is 
comparing them to messengers sent on an errand, and says 
simply that they do not come back, that is, having failed to 
do their errand ; on the contrary, they do all that they are 
sent to do), but waters the earth, and causes it to bring forth and 
sprout (produces all vegetation), and gives (it is the rain that 
gives, not the earth) seed to the sower and bread to the eater. 
So far the elaborate and beautiful comparison by which the 
effectiveness of God’s word is to be set forth: see the fructify- 
ing, food-providing, joy-inspiring rain,—as well may it fail 
of its end as the word of Jehovah: So shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth—it shall not return to me void (empty, 
without result, as an unsuccessful messenger), but it shall do 
what I please, and succeed in that for (or, to) which I send tt. 
What this was, is explained in the next verse—it was the 
deliverance of the exiles from Babylon. This would be the 
accomplishment of Jehovah’s promise and purpose, this 
would establish Israel as the teacher of the nations (vs. 4, 5), 
and carry on that kingdom of God which was to find its 
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completion in Jesus Christ. Our lesson is an appeal to the 
Jews to put away sin and join themselves to this kingdom ; 
but its broad and deep spiritual exhortations and promises 
embrace all men, 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 

Ho, every one that thirsteth! (v.1.) Who is omitted from 
that call? Who has nothirst? Thirst was the first want of 
the first-born babe. Thirst forced an agonized cry from the 
lips of the dying Redeemer. The only cry that has come to 
us of a spirit in torment was from lips which were parching 
with endless thirst. And one of the promises precious to the 
children of God is, that in heaven they shall not thirst any 
more. There are many kinds of thirst. There is a thirst for 
knowledge, a thirst for power, a thirst for riches, a thirst for 
friendship, a thirst for sympathy, a thirst for restfulness, a 
thirst for forgiveness, a thirst for communion with God, a 
thirst for peace. Whatever is one’s thirst, it is included in 
this call. “Ho, every one that thirsteth!” That takes in 
both you and me. Let us heed the call. 

Buy . . « without money and without price. The best things 
in this world are those which money cannot buy, and which 
are absolutely free to all. Fresh air, and sunlight, and pure 
water, and health, and character, and contentment, and love, 
and forgiveness, and joy, and peace, cannot be purchased ; 
but all may have them who will. Money has its uses, but 
it never brings the things which are best worth having. The 
poor can have the choicest treasures of the rich, whatever 
else they lack. It is only the lower plane possessions which 
are dependent on money. 

Wherefore do ye spend . . . your labor for that which satisfieth 
not (vy. 2). There is a great deal of misdirected labor in the 
world; not merely useless, but misdirected labor. Men 
spend their strength in efforts to acquire that which would 
give them no satisfaction if they had it. Some want to be 
known as the champion pugilist, or oarsman, or pedestrian, 
or ball-player. Some want to be foremost among travelers, 
or readers, or writers, or artists. Some struggle for riches, 
others for office, others for influence and power. Some desire 
above all to live luxuriously, others want to appear well in 
the eyes of all. But who of all these would be thoroughly 
contented if he acquired that which he is struggling for? Man 
is so constituted that he can never be satisfied until he has 
attained to the loftiest ideal. He may struggle for that which 
is far below the ideal; but it would not content him if it 
were secured to him. The highest ideal is never realized 
except in oneness with Christ. Effort for whatever falls 
short of this, is “ labor for that which satisfieth not.” 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found (v. 6). The best 
time for any search is when there is most hope of finding 
what is sought. A country school-boy would see the folly 
of going into the fields to look for strawberries in January, 
or into the woods for chestnuts in May. No ice-packer 
would go to the river to gather his year’s ice in midsummer. 
A business man would never think of going to the bank for 
a discount after dark on a legal holiday. If any sensible 
man wanted to be sure of finding a doctor or a lawyer at his 
office, he would know that the safest time to look for him 
there would be in office hours. If this is so in the lesser 
things, why not in the greater? God says that “now is the 
accepted time” for finding him. He gives no assurance that 
he can be found an hour from now. “Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found.” That time is now. 

Let the wicked forsake his way (v.7). Everybody would be 
glad to have God come and help him in his business. If a 
rumseller, or a gambling-house keeper, or a burglar, or a 
murderer could be sure of having God’s assistance in his 
pet iniquity by asking for it, a great many would pray who 
now never think of doing it. There are, however, many 
prayers offered for God’s help in evil-doing, or for his bless- 
ing on work that ought never to be done. Men form their 
own plans—plans which involve in their success the injury 
of others, or which demand time and strength which 
belong to very different service—and then they ask God to 
aid them in carrying those plans through. But God’s choicest 
blessings are never found except in ‘his way—in his path. 
God never leaves his own course to help an evil man in his. 
If the wicked man wants a blessing, he must forsake his way 
and walk in God’s way. Are you seeking a blessing which 
seems delayed? Have a care that you are not seeking it on 
something which is unworthy of a blessing. If you are in 
God’s way, you can ask for the blessing, in confidence. If 
you are not there, you ought to forsake your way and find 
God’s way as soon as possible. 

My word . . . shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it 
(v.11). God has not written his word, and laid his plans 
for its preaching and teaching, to no purpose. It shall prove 
a success in the direction of his pleasure. Ifa man is called 
to be a missionary, he can have a share in God’s work and 
reap honor and reward accordingly. But if that man refuses 
to go, or goes and is unfaithful to his trust, God is not foiled, 
nor is the mission a failure. The permanent loss is only to the 
recreant one. God will see that his gospel is preached in 
that field by one man, if not by another. So of every person 





called to be a preacher, or a teacher, or a Christian worker, 
anywhere. The privilege of service is to him or to her, just 
there. But God is not dependent on that service. Itisa 
comfort to know while we stand for God, or press forward at 
his command, that we are in a work which is absolutely sure 
of success. Inthe home circle, in the Sunday-school, in the 
prayer-meeting, in the editorial room, in the pulpit, if we 
will simply take God’s word, and use it as God directs, we 
need have no fear of failure. That word shall prosper in 
the thing whereto God has sent it. In what other service is 
there such certainty ? 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

Of whose coming did Isaiah write? How many years before? 
What were some of the sufferings of Christ which Isaiah 
foretold? Where did Jesus die? Repeat the last golden 
text? For whose transgressions was he wounded? What 
was it he “bore on the tree”? It was because he suffered 
for our sins, because on him was laid the iniquity of us all, 
that we have this beautiful lesson of to-day, the call to come 
to the Saviour and be forgiven and gain happiness forever. 

David showed how a sinner could confess when he said, 
“Against thee, thee only have I sinned;” can you repeat the 
verse of his prayer to be “ washed from iniquity and cleansed 
from sin”? What did he say about being “whiter than 
snow”? Who told of the joy of forgiveness? What is the 
verse about transgression forgiven and sin covered? Isaiah 
was the prophet who told for whose sake sinful man could be 
forgiven. Why did Jesus give up his own life? 

Isaiah wrote a song of gladness for the promised Saviour, 
and then a call, for every one who would hear, to come and 
take this Saviour as their own; and this is our lesson for to-day. 

It will be better for the primary teacher to concentrate the 
teaching upon the full meaning of the invitation to come to 
Jesus, making it as simple and practical as possible, rather 
than to confuse by attempting to teach all the verses. A few 
words of the Scripture may be put on the blackboard as 
used and explained, thus making them more impressive, and 
fixing them in the memory. Whatever variety of opinion 
there may be as to general blackboard use, none can doubt 
its value in the primary class, or elsewhere, in printing as 
attractively as possible such inspired words as these, when in 
the lesson or appropriate to it: 


Come unto me. 
Hear, and your soul shall live. 
Seek ye the Lord. 

The Jews lived in a land where for months at a time there 
was no rain, and pastures and cattle and people were often 
parched, and Isaiah could not have said anything which 
they understood better than a call to every one who was 
thirsty. He begins his call by saying “ho,” which means 
hark, listen; and then he tells all who thirst to come to the 
waters. He knew that Jesus Christ would call himself the 
“water of life,” and so he asks everybody to come to the waters. 
The next thing that the Jews valued was the fruit of the 
vine ; for the pure fresh juice of the ripe grapes was a refresh- 
ing drink in a country where there were not many springs 
or streams of water, and so he speaks of wine. The Jews 
had great flocks of cattle, and milk was a drink that was 
food and life and strength. Isaiah meant to show that Christ 
was better than all earthly blessings, and that his salvation 
was food to the soul, and so he named water, wine, and milk. 
He tells them to come and buy, without money and with- 
out price. 

Read with the children the first and second verses, and 
those who are old enough might be requested to commit 
them to memory, or at least the first one, and recite on the 
following Sunday. With the aid of several assistant 
teachers a few moments of each session can be given to some 
such recitation of verses learned at home. 

Jesus himself so taught when he was on earth. One day, 
tired and thirsty himself, he sat down beside an old well 
where Jacob used to drink, where his children came, and 
where his sons and his servants often watered his great 
flocks. While Jesus rested there, a woman came to draw 
water, and he said to her, “Give me a drink.” He talked 
with her, and told her that instead of that water, which 
would only wet his lips and cure his thirst for a little while, 
that he could give her the living water which, if she should 
drink, she would never thirst. 

She had often been troubled and disappointed, and longed 
for something this world could not give her; her soul had 
been thirsty; and there by the well, talking with Jesus, she 
learned that his love and forgiveness could satisfy all her 
want. Another time Jesus was at a great feast in Jerusalem, 
the feast of tabernacles. What did they make of green 
boughs to stay in for a week while they kept that feast? 
It was the last day, and Jesus had walked about in the 
porches of the temple, when he stood and cried the very 
words of our golden text. What are they ? 

All through the Bible you will find the call, Come ; some- 
times Come and hear, Come and repent, Come and serve, 
Come, ye blessed, Come and be saved. There is one sweet 
call to the weary and heavy-laden, and Jesus says to them, 








“JT will give you rest.” It is meant for all those who heard 
the call of prophets or apostles; the word of Jesus ; for all 
who read or hear, no matter who they are, where they 
lived, or when they lived; for the Lord says, “ Look unto 
me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.’ When 
the last page of the Bible was written by John, the 
beloved disciple, the call was sent once more by Jesus him- 
self, “ Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 
Isaiah said about this call to come, “ Hear, and your soul 
shall live.” Would the call itself bring any blessing if men 
would not hear? To hear means also to heed and accept. 

What is promised if they hear? It was living water 
offered, joy and comfort and rest forever. Do not children 
sometimes find that their pleasures are not enough to satisfy, 
they have trials and sorrows, for pain and sickness and death 
come to all, and earthly love cannot keep trouble away ; we 
all need something to outlast and comfort all these. That is 
the everlasting covenant which Jesus makes when he says, 
“Your soul shall live.” If they will only hear; but because 
so many do not listen, the voice says, “ Incline thine ear,” and 
so Jesus, when he talked, used often to say, “He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear.’”’ Isaiah said also, “‘ Seek the Lord.” 
Jesus Christ said he “came to seek and to save the lost.” 
We are all lost, for all have sinned; and to seek the Lord 
means to turn away from sin, and turn to him and ask his 
forgiveness. For that he came, that those who are lost 
may seek him who is also seeking them. Isaiah said: “ Let 
the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him.” He is a loving, merciful God, waiting 
and listening for the first word of love and sorrow from a 
repenting soul. 

Are these words meant for little children? When Jesus 
was on earth, did he show that he loves little children? He 
even told everybody that the only way to come to him was 
to become as a little child; he was so displeased at those 
who would keep little ones away that he said the words you 
know so well, “Suffer little children.” 

Then the call “Come unto me” is surely for them. Is the 
promise for them too, “Hear, and your soul shall live”? 
Every one who hears and believes shall be saved ; but it is of 
the children who come that he has said, “Of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

The children, too, are bidden to “seek the Lord,” and to 
them is given one of the surest promises of the Bible, with 
no if or perhaps in it,—‘‘ those that seek me early shall find 
me.” 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL. 


“Ho, every one that thirsteth,” isa cali which many an 
oriental traveler or laborer could hear with feeling, with 
welcome and delight. The effects of toilsome journeying and 
a parching sun combined are fearful. Few persons in 
America ever know what thirst means. One need not look 
alone at caravans crossing the desert for illustrations, when 
their water-supply has given out, when they are tantalized 
by an appearance of trees and water ahead, and push on 
with quickened, though feeble, sore, and convulsive march, 
knowing that they must drink or die; and then perhaps faint 
with exhaustion and disappointment at finding that they have 
for hours been painfully chasing a mirage. On many a water- 
less day’s journey, the effects of heat and thirst make a man 
as ravenous as a wild beast when he approaches water. He 
plunges and snaps after it with involuntary, unreasoning, 
purely physical movements ; and drinks and drinks, till he 
is as sick and distressed with fullness and torments there- 
from as he was just before tortured with thirst. After thus 
drinking suddenly a large quantity of water, an Arab will 
sometimes be forced to lie on the ground and roll about in 
agony. 

It is not always nor everywhere that one can come to the 
waters without money. Throughout the lands of the Bible, 
a spring of water has for ages determined the site of a vil- 
lage or city, and that necessarily. The people of one village 
often resent the approach of strangers to their fountain, and 
exact ‘payment. The strife about the wells dug by Isaac 
will be remembered ; as well as the stopping up of sundry wells 
in order to drive away settlers. Once in a journey through 
some out-of-the-way wadies some miles south-east of Jerusa- 
lem, the writer came with his party to a village named Esh- 
Shiyuk, where there was plenty of water ; but at the fountain, 
just outside of the village, only one skin of water could be 
obtained from the abundance, for the six horses of the party ; 
though in the village the riders were given plenty for their 
own drinking. One of the great blessings of Beirit, a city 
famous for its great number of wells, and by some supposed 
to get its name from that circumstance, is its supply of water 
from the Nahr el-Kelb, or Dog River ; and the reluctance of 
the inhabitants to return again to the wells when the dam of 
the water-works was broken away last winter by an unusual 
flood, can be imagined. 

Spending money for that which is not bread has often 
some curious illustrations in the covetous East. Of iate, as 
we all know, a famine was threatened by the lack of rain, 
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Of course the price of grain went up, and those who felt sure 
the famine was coming, bought up all the grain they could, 
in hopes of selling it again in the coming time of famine, at 
famine prices. One rich man in Damascus began early to 
buy, and turned every bit of property he had into money for 
that purpose, even selling his wife’s jewels to increase his 
resources. Prices kept rising, and he might have sold at a 
high profit, but he held on in confident expectation of a 
famine, hoping to sell when everybody was in distress, and 
thus become the richest man inall Syria. Butthe rain came, 
the grain sprang up and gave good promise, the price of the 
article began to fall, and continued downward, till our rich 
man found that he had “made a loss.” In vexation and 
despair he hung himself in his own house. Thus ended one 
of that sort of speculators “‘ whom the people curse,” as the 
great Greek orator expressed it. 

“As the heavens are higher than the earth,” is hardly to 
be taken in our present metaphysical sense; but in a sense 
that looks to the visible creation; so that the measure of 
comparison is physical and linear. This view is of course 
oriental, but not at all exclusively so. The same idea would 
occur to all peoples of antiquity. Only here and there in 
ancient times was there a man who had approximately 
correct ideas of the structure of the visible universe, even 
among those who knew that the world was round, and that 
up or down was a term that denoted direction to or from the 
center of the earth, and not any one fixed direction. And 
yet these last two items of knowledge existed among men 
much longer ago than is commonly supposed. In the open- 
ing chapter of Strabo’s Geography, dating not far from the 
time of Christ, is an argument to prove that the earth is 
round, which is very much like the arguments for the same 
thing which we see in elementary treatises on geography 
at the present day. Plato, several centuries earlier, discussed 
incidentally the other matter of up and down as signifying 
only direction from and to the earth’s center. The common 
belief that the middle-ages darkness in such matters was an 
inheritance from antiquity, is a great mistake: that darkness 
was arelapse. There would have been a Columbus before 
Strabo’s time; only ships that sailed out on the Atlantic 
were forced to return because they took with them insufficient 
provision and water for the voyage. In estimating the size 
of the earth, even, man’s thoughts were quite inferior. If 
ancient ideas of the height of the heavens are desired, 
whoever, a very accessible source is to be found in Cicero’s 
Somnium Scipionis, or Scipio’s Dream, in his fragment of 
The Republic. Almost all of his ideas on the subject were 
second-hand from Greece, who had them second-hand from 
the Orient, with some modifications. 

“As the rain cometh down,” in the Orient, marks two 
things: first, the general necessity and fruitfulness, common 
to all countries; and next its seasonableness, as appearing 
in the “early and the latter rain.” “The snow from heaven” 
is a great blessing, when it falls on the almost treeless moun- 
tains, and then does not return again, but is distributed in 
the life-giving streams during the whole season. Were it 
not for the height of Hermon and Lebanon, so great as to 
preserve snow all the year round, many a stream would 
come as a devastating flood for a few hours or days, and then 
leave a dry and barren bed for the rest of the year. The 
difference between the region of Syria and that of Sinai, in 
these respects, is marked and familiar. Sinai has snow also, 
but in the more southern latitude cannot retain it long enough 
to water extensive tracts in moderation; though much more 
might be done there by an industrious and careful people 
than is done at present. But in Syria, the snow from heaven 
fulfills a great office in the watering of the earth, and making 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater. 

So the word of God might come with terror as a destruc- 
tive flood ; but it is commanded to obey the sweet and pleas- 
ant law of the productive forces, and to do its work in a way 
extremely gradual, but also extremely cherishing and quick- 
ening. The mountain torrent, like the thunderbolt, is wild, 
furious, defiant, and powerful in voice; and yet reflection 
shows that the quieter forces of nature, with ‘time for their 
ally, are far more thoroughly pervaded and more abundantly 
provided with power. One crash will send a railway train 
to destruction; but how many times the fearful power thus 
expended is consumed in propelling that same train a few 
hundreds of miles. So the rain, the snow, and the word, are 
greatest in their quiet, gradual, productive effect; no destruc- 
tive exhibition that would return void to its Author would, 
to a reflecting human view, be as great as that wonderful and 
widespread exercise of power which accomplisheth that which 
he pleaseth, and prospereth in the thing whereto he sent it. 


TEACHING HINTS. 

“ Ho, every one that thirsteth.” Who is included in that 
call? Who is excluded ? 

To what are the called invited ? 
kind of thirst is here spoken of ? 
are there? 

What is included in the idea of coming to the Lord? 
What must the wicked forsake? What else? 


At what cost? What 
What other kinds of thirst 





When is the safest time for coming? What other time 
will answer? 

Why ought all to come at this call? What promise is 
there to those who do come? What danger is there to those 
who do not? 

Whose words are those of the golden text? 
words. Have you accepted that invitation? 


Repeat those 


Among the many practical thoughts and teachings of this 
lesson are these: 

Whoever has any sense of need, or any longing of soul, has 
a special invitation from God to come and be supplied. 

The provisions of the gospel—the best things which God 
has made ready for his children—are absolutely free to all. 
The poor are as well off as the rich in ability to have these. 

Money is often wasted in the desire for that which is good 
for nothing. Time and strength are often spent to gain that 
which would not satisfy the seeker if he had it. 

God is ready to make an everlasting covenant with all who 
come to him in trust. 

There is a specified time for coming to the Lord hopefully. 
He can be called on confidently at that hour. There is no 
assurance for any other time. 

If any person would come to the Lord, he must give up his 
old course and his old thoughts, and come into God’s way 
of looking at life and duty. 

God’s power is necessary to make even his word a blessing. 
God will prosper his word, whether his children are ready to 
do their part or not, in proclaiming its truths and pressing 
its claims. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 





| SEEK YE THE LORD | 
WHILE 
| HE MAY BE FOUND. | 





COME YE; BUY AND EAT; | 


| WITHOUT 


MONEY. 
PRICE. | 








QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE. 


Verse 1.—To whom are the invitation and promise of the 
gospel restricted? (Matt.5:6; 9: 12,13; John 6: 44.) Is 
it the office of Jesus or of the Holy Ghost to supply continual 
joy to the soul? (John 4: 13, 14; 7: 37-39.) Wasthe direct 
object of Christ’s mission to satisfy the desire after righteous- 
ness, or the desire to escape penalty, that is, to save in or to 
save from sin? (Matt. 1:21.) Did his blood redeem only 
from the dominion of sin, or also from the cause of the law? 
(Titus 2:14; Gal. 3:13.) Which texts are designed in 
character to arouse the indifferent, and which to comfort the 
contrite? Is salvation free, or must it be purchased by man? 
(Matt. 13: 44, 46; Luke 16: 13; 14: 26, 27.) (Mark 10: 29, 
30; Matt. 6:33.) Ifthe price of redemption was fully paid 
in Christ’s blood, why is self-denial essential to salvation? 
(Rom. 8: 7,13.) Why are wine and milk selected to symbol- 
ize the richness and sustaining power of the gospel ? 

Verses 2, 3— What are the unregenerate receiving for, and 
what losing by, the expenditure of strength? In what par- 
able does Jesus teach the fullness, desirableness and adapta- 
tion of God’s blessings? (Luke 11: 11-13.) What event 
sealed the covenant made with David? (2 Sam.7:16; Acts 
13 : 32-34.) 

Verse 4.—If a covenant is invalidated by the failure of 
either party, how could God declare his covenant with man 
to be eternal? (John 10: 27, 28; 17:12.) Does “him” 
refer to David (2 Sam. 7: 8,) or to Christ as his archetype? 
(John 18 : 37.) 

Verse 5.—How extensive is the mission field of the church? 
(John 10: 16; Matt. 28:19.) Can a church be justified in 
self-aggrandizement while evangelization is incomplete? 
(Rev. 3: 17, 18.) How may a church increase her attractive 
power? (John 12: 32.) Should schools attract by the pres- 
entation of large rewards or of the truth? (Phil. 2: 3.) 

Verses 6, 7.—When and how may God be found? Why 
must we forsake our ways and thoughts in finding Him? 
(Verses 8, 9.) Ifapproach to God consists in harmonizing 
human thought and life with his will, at what period of life 
is he most accessible? (Eccl. 12:1; Prov. 8:17; 2 Cor. 6: 
2.) At what seasons of church experience is he most acces- 
sible? (Acts 2: 4,41.) If man will not surrender, under 
powerful divine influence, can he hope to find God at other 
seasons ? 

Verses 10, 11.—How does God illustrate in nature the cer- 
tain accomplishment of his purpose in the moral universe ? 
What was this purpose, primarily, respecting the Hebrew 
nation, in captivity,—finally, respecting Christ and his peo- 
ple? (Verses 12,13.) How far has God’s expressed purpose 
concerning man’s restoration been already accomplished ? 





(John 1:14.) How far, in your heart and life? 
by your agency, in the hearts and lives of others? 


How far, 


OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS WITH NEW 
TESTAMENT ANSWERS. 
BY HENRY W. CAREY. 


Verse 1.—Let every one that thirsteth for something more 
than this world can give stop long enough to hear the glad 
tidings, that their thirst may be relieved. The water of life 
is free to all, come and partake of it! We must feel our 
great need of the truth, and them go to Christ, willing to part 
with everything that we may have God with us. Where 
does Jesus say to us, “If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink” ? (John 7 : 37.) 

Verse 2.—As the body needs food to sustain life, so the 
soul needs grace from God. Some of us spend labor, money, 
and sometimes the best years of our lives, seeking after the 
pleasures of this world, and all the time our souls are starv- 
ing. Here we are told to waste no more time seeking 
happiness from the world, but to go to Christ at once and be 
satisfied. Where does Christ say, “I am the bread of life: 
he that cometh to me shall never hunger” ? (John 6: 35.) 

Verse 3.—Come where you can hear the message from 
God: listen earnestly and anxiously, realizing that your 
salvation depends on your understanding that message. 
God is truth itself, and all that seek him, through Christ, 
shall surely be saved; for so he has promised. Are you 
listening as Christ speaks to you in his gospel? Where does 
Christ say, “If a man love me he will keep my words: and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him”? (John i4: 23.) 

Verse 4.—Christ is the witness of God’s love and mercy. 
He is our faithful guide forever, and we can rely on him, 
knowing, as we do, that he is all powerful and will bring us 
safely through all danger. Where are we told that Christ 
“is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto him”? (1 Pet. 3: 22.) 

Verse 5.—Christ glorified shall draw all men unto him. 
All men are invited, no one can ever say that God has not 
called him. Christ is now asking every one to come to him. 
Are you among those who are eagerly running to him, or 
are you among the number who hear him, but obey not the 
call? Where does Paul, speaking of Christ, say, “ Faithful 
is he that calleth you”? (1 Thess. 5: 24.) 

Verse 6.—Now is the time to go to Christ: we do not 
know what may happen to us before we have another 
opportunity. We ought to give instant heed to this most 
important of all matters for us. We are all guilty, and 
deserve death, and our only hope is in Christ. We may 
delay answering the call of Christ until it is too late. Where 
do we read, “ How shall we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him”? 
(Heb. 2: 3.) 

Verse 7.—Let the sinner go to God, forsaking his sins, and 
putting aside all his own foolish thoughts, which are born of 
pride and conceit, and he shall be saved. There is only one 
way of salvation, and that is by Christ; all who go to God 
through him, asking pardon, out of the abundance of God’s 
mercy, shall be forgiven. Where are we told that the 
angel of the Lord said, “thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for 
he shall save his people from their sins” ? (Matt. 1: 21 ) 

Verse 8.—The ways of the wicked are not the ways of 
God. We cannot walk in the way of the sinner and yet 
obtain salvation. Wecan make no compromise, but must 
utterly forsake everything that keeps us from God. If we 
go to God with our minds filled with thoughts of the things 
of earth, we cannot hope to have him accept us. Where is 
it written, “ Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee”? (Acts 8: 22.) 

Verse 9.—Our ways and our thoughts are foolishness before 
God, who knows all things. We cannot understand God, for 
he is wisdom itself, while we are but poor sinful creatures. 
All that we can do is to go to God, and ask for mercy and 
forgiveness. Where is it written, “ Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort”? (2 Cor. 1: 3.) 

Verse 10.—As the rain, descending from heaven, makes 
the earth fertile and lovely, so the gospel comes to us to 
make our hearts beautiful. If we close our hearts to the 
message, they will be, as the earth would be without rain, 
hard and unproductive, and with no beauty whatever. 
Where does Paul write of the gospel, “which is come unto 
you, as it is in all the world, and bringeth forth fruit, as it 
doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the 
grace of God in truth”? (Col. 1: 6.) 

Verse 11.—God’s word is sure to be fulfilled. He hassent 
his message of peace through Christ, and no matter what the 
obstacles are, they shal! all be overthrown, and the kingdom 
of Christ shall be triumphant. God is faithful to keep us if 
we but seek him. Where are we told that God is faithful, 
and that he will not suffer us to be tempted above that we 
are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape ? (1 Cor. 10: 13.) 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 


TURES, Cltte, G0 COTIIR s ccncne cncecscconss coc April 29, 30 
Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko........-------------- May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo........------ .May 8 
Illinois, state, at Bloomington ........--.---------- May 14-16 
East Tennessee, at Maryville -.....-......--.------- May 15, 16 
Nebraska, state, at Crete, ........---- ide dwbendwwis May 20-22 
Minnesota, state, at Winona.-...---.--------------- May 21-23 
Missouri, state, at Moberly._......--.-------------- May 27-29 
Georgia, state, at Macon.----.---.---------------- May 30, 31 
New York, state, at Kingston..........--.-.-.------ June 3-5 
Ohio, state, at Akron.............22.2222200---ese0 June 3-5 
Pennsylvania, state, at Altoona_-_..---.--------------« June 3-5 
‘eli : 2 June 7-15 
ecnapnaniiaeiy: at Monterey --.-- ehaainiicthanke June 27-July 4 
Iowa, state, at Mason City -.....----.------------.. Tune 10-12 
Michigan, state, at Detroit ............-.--.--.---.. June 17-19 
Indiana, state, at Richmond ------ Anchen enehna xeon June 25-27 
ee a July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’ _........------------: July 8-10 
Central Tennessee, at Columbia, --.......-------- July 25, 26 
Vermont, state, at Burlington... .......--.---.------ Oct. 7-£ 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence. .......------------- Oct. 15 
Tein, eke, 06 GRR ccccuccccnnccesencesnss coes Oct, 21-25 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth........-.----..---- Nov. 18-20 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES. 


FORMS VERY, Cl ecccnwceccessucnen cine ssaneee June 7-15 
BNE, Cigakidtantancccdceneeenticwccacest June 24—July 4 
Cumberland Valley, Pa.,......---- .------.-June 30-July 5 
GE GO) SOWG, ca tewnvinccanccuccnccndcsssccssns July 15-28 
CIRO, Ti. Eg <adbtbsasscncsdesescctue scesue Aug. 6-20 
IN: TA REN ccitcenamcicnicsonadewwnase Aug. 6-20 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
ing, one month in each church. Conducted by the pastors in turn. 

Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y. M. ©. A. Rooma. 

Bakerstown, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. room. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y. M. 0. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Beaver Falls, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7 P.M. Conducted by Professor M. 8. Knight. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Leason Study, at Wesleyan Hal), 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Mere 
dith, 

Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 754 
P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rey. R. R. Meredith. 

Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 74 P. M., and every 
Thursday at 34 P. M.,inthe Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas, Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. rooms. 

Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. ©. A. Build- 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Meetings for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in the Y. 
M. ©, A. Hall, »8 follows: Union Meeting at 12 M.; Primary Class at 
3P. M.; Normal Class (conducted by the Rev. Sylvester Weeks) at 
4P.M. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.4 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev. Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.30 P. M., in the lecture 1 >om of the Second Presbyterian Church. 

Halifax, N.8., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at § P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms. 

Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union 
the second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson 
Stady, every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Centre Church 
Conducted by Mrs. 8. Dryden Phelps. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday 
evening, at 8 o'clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Manchester, N. H., Union Meeting (Bethany Normal Class) for Lesson 
Stady, on the second and fourth Monday evenings of the month, at the 
Y.M. OC. A. rooms. Conducted by John G. Lane. 


Maniton, Colorado, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Wednesday, 
at? P. M., in the Art Gallery, 


Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 
8P.M. Conducted by Mr. C. M. Ranger. 


Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4 P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 


New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A Rooms, 325 Chapel Street. 


New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
in the Y. M.C. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schanffler. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.O. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. Also. Normal Class for Lesson Study, every 
Monday at 8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 13% Chestnut Street. Con- 
ducted by the Rev. J A. Worden. Also, Normal Class for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday at 4 P. M. under the auspices of the American 
Sunday School Union. Conducted by Mr. John R. Whitney. 


Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Leason Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, 
at8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers. 


St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Claas for the study of the Interna 
tional Lessons, every Saturday. at 4.20 P. M., in the Y. M. O. A. Rooms 
(wndnocted by the Rev. David R. Breed. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P.M., in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. ©. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 


Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M.C, A. Chapel. 


West New Brighton, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every 
Thursday evening, in the Y. M. C. A. building. Conducted by the 
various pastors in turn. 


Westwood, Ohio, Union meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. parlor. 


Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
7% P. M.,in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CENTENARY. 


The committee of the London Sunday-school Union, 
appointed to make plans for the Sunday-school centenary 
in 1880, lately issued an invitation to the superintendents 
and secretaries of the London Sunday-schools, to meet 
them in a social gathering. A large number accordingly 
assembled on March 28. 

The address of Mr. J. E. Tresidder well presented a 
statement of the general character it is hoped to give the 
centensry. Mr. Tresidder said, in part: “ All are agreed 
that it would be wrong to allow such an era in the history 
of the Sunday-school agency of the Christian Church as 
the centenary to pass away without taking special notice 
of it. Lessons of the past must then be gathered up» 
and a fresh start taken for the future. It might be asked, 
Why hold the centenary in 1880, when it was in 1831 
the jubilee was held to celebrate the first fifty years of 
the Sunday-school? Simply because since the year 1831 
fresh light has dawned upon the matter, and it is admitted 
by all that the origin of the Sunday-school system dates 
from 1780. We say, therefore, 1880 is the time we should 
celebrate the centenary. As a committee we are desirous 
that the celebration shall be worthy of the Sunday-school. 
We intend to make it a world-wide celebration, and, in 
order to do so, the committee has sought the co-operation 
of kindred institutions. Our platform is wide, it embraces 
all evangelical Christians, and we wish all who are 
engaged in leading the young to Christ as the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world, to unite with us in our under- 
taking. Some friends have their denominational institu- 
tions for the promotion of Sunday-schools, and we have 
sought their co-operation. The Church of England 
Institute and the Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-school 
Union will co-operate to the full. We have not forgotten 
the Ragged School Union, which will be one with us in 
this matter. It is true, to a certain extent, we shall work 
apart, there are some things we can do better apart, but 
where we can effectively work together we shall do so. 
Our great aim is that this shall be a world-wide celebra- 
tion. All engaged in the Sunday-school cause are to be 
invited to co-operate. Sunday-school teachers in every 
land will be urged to make 1880 a year of special interest ; 
and not only teachers, but the Christian Church, will be 
invited to take share with us in this work. The com- 
mittee feel confident that there will be awarm and hearty 
co-operation. England must take the lead, and London 
must set the example. This meeting, therefore, must be 
considered meeting number one, and what is wanted was 
that there should go forth from it a universal sound, a 
voice of unanimity, a united front, and a promise of 
earnest effort, and, God helping us, there will be greater 
blessings produced in connection with Sunday-schools in 
1880 than have ever been known. Sunday-schools of 
fifty years ago were different from what they are now, 
and from the lessons of the past we must consider what 
can be done in the future. The wants of the Sunday- 





schools must be met. We must aim at the perfection of 
our machinery; there are few Sunday-schools in the 








country that do not have some parts of their machinery 
defective. Let us, as superintendents and teachers, see 
that during this year 1880 we aim at perfection in our 
machinery. See to it that the class-rooms system is per- 
fect. It is necessary in many cases that we should go to 
bricks and mortar,—pull down the present and build up 
fresh class-roms, Whatever is wanted in the respective 
districts to provide good accommodation, that want we 
must try and meet during 1880. Where the school is a 
dingy one, let there be an effort started to pull it down 
aud erect another. 

‘To carry out effectively the celebration of the cen- 
tenary there must be preparation. The committee has 
issued invitations to the leaders of the Sunday-school 
cause in America, our colonies, and on the Continent of 
Europe, to unite in a world’s convention, to be held in 
London in the month of July, 1880, at the sittings of 
which delegates from all parts will be asked to come to 
London, and thus a thorough representative gathering be 
held. A general gathering of Sunday-school teachers 
and friends of Sunday-schools will be convened, not only 
in London, but in the provinces; and arrangements be 
made for large provincial gatherings, at which foreign 
delegates can let them know what they are doing, so that 
the country people may know as much as we shall in 
London. Aggregate meetings of children will be held 
in the largest places we can get to meet in. Efforts will 
be made to show the improvements in Sunday-school 
psalmody by the holding of concerts in the Albert Hall 
and other large buildings; and during the world’s con- 
vention the Robert Raikes statue will be unveiled. This 
statue will be erected on the Thames Embankment.” 

The Committee of the London Sunday-school Union 
has passed a resolution to the effect that a fund be estab- 
lished of £25,000, to be called “The Sunday-school Cen- 
tenary Fund,” and that the money be devoted to the 
permanent benefit of Sunday-schools by the establish- 
ment, extension, and improvement of Sunday-schools in 
Great Britain, and on the Continent of Europe; the 
building of class-rooms; the establishment and formation 
of mission schools, and the formation of a loan fund of 
£10,000, to assist in the erection of Sunday-school build- 
ings and class-rooms, and for general Sunday-school 
purposes, by loans without interest. There wasa general 
discussion concerning ways and means of raising this 
fund, which some of the speakers thought too small. It 
was finally unanimously resolved that the different subjects 
mentioned by Mr. Tresidder be printed, and submitted 
to the auxiliary societies for their consideration, and that 
each auxiliary be invited to send representatives to form a 
committee to act with the executive of the London Sun- 
day-school Union. 





FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


The interest in the work of the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association was shown by a large attendance of workers 
and visitors at the April meeting. 

A letter from Crown Point, Indiana, was welcomed as 
developing a new feature of the work. It stated thata 
Foreign Sunday-school Circle had been organized to work 
in connection with the Foreign Sunday-school Association, 
and asked that the latter would serve as a channel of 
communication and correspondence with foreign lands on 
this important subject. Could the churches and Sunday- 
schools of America perceive the importance of the work 
that is being done throughout the world by the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association, and how largely the success 
of evangelical truth depends upon the education of the 
children, many would follow this example in Indiana, 
and organize to assist in this work. 

From Spaig the letters contained matters of interest 
concerning evangelical work, in Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries. The Rev. Robert Stewart, of Lisbon, speaks of the 
cost of translating Christie’s Old Organ into Portuguese, 
and thinks it would be of great service in attracting people 
to the word of God. Mr. L. B. Armstrong, of Barcelona, 
says that gospel and Sunday-school work is gradually 
making progress in Spain. Signor Empeytaz has recently 
opened a Sunday-school at Villa Franca. Antonio Mar- 
tinez de Castilla, at Reus, wants to obtain a library for 
his Sunday-school, which is getting along very well. 
Mrs. Hartmann, of Oviedo, states that the church at that 
point has no pastor. At Barcello, asmall village up in the 
mountains, there is a flourishing Sunday-school of thirty 
children. Mrs, Koester, of Valladolid, finds the Spanish 
translation of Christie’s Old Organ very useful in her 
Sunday-school work. At Seville, Miss Annie Butcher 
has been much annoyed, in her Sunday-achool work, by 
boys and children from a Roman Catholic school, who 
threw mud, etc., and even burned a Testament at her 
door, « charred leaf of which, being enclosed in her letter, 
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showed to those present that the spirit of religious intol- 
erance still lingers in the Roman Catholic Church. 
Mr. Robert Carlyle speaks of an energetic young man, 
who, in asmall mining town of Spain, has gathered a 
Sunday-school of thirty children. 

From Cuba the accounts come of an interesting evan- 
gelical work, which is being developed under the care of 
the Rey. Mr. Keeney. It is the only work of the kind in 
Havana; and a great opportunity for labor is presented 
among the white and the black native population, 
as wellas among resident foreigners. A Sunday-school 
would be of great service in his work. 

From Italy, Mr. Marini, of Turin, speaks of a town six 
miles from that city, which has a population of six 
thousand, named Rivoli. He has labored here for six 
months, and is now begged by the children of the place 
themselves to begin a Sunday-school. He needs books and 
papers in order toenable him todoso. Damiano Borgia, of 
Milan, has an increasing Sunday-school, and expects a 
great work during the ensuing year. He asks for an 
additional grant of Sunday-school papers for the schools 
of San Simone and Via Palermo. Writing from Salerno, 
Mr. G. B. De Sanctis considers the position of Pope 
Leo XIII. more inimical to Protestant interests than 
was that of Pius IX. 

From Germany, Mrs. Goetz of Langenhain, writes of 
the progress of her Sunday-school work. Miss Stille- 
Rodde, of Lubeck, has experienced great opposition in 
the Sunday-school work from her pastor. He consented 
finally to the opening of a Sunday-school; and it began 
with twenty-fivescholars, and increased, during the pastor’s 
temporary absence, to an attendance of two hundred. On 
his return he succeeded in breaking up the entire work, 
and Miss Stille-Rodde is now obliged to content herself 
with a smaller school of sixty children, in her own house. 
The school of Mr. Rothmeyer, at Klausenburg, Hungary, 
numbering thirty-seven scholars, is contributing to the 
support of an orphan child. From Gablonz, Mr. 
Richter writes that people in Germany are very gener- 
ally opposed to Christian work, and so to the Sunday- 
school, one of its most important developments. A worker 
at Havetto, Schieswig-Holstein, writes to thank the 
Society for the gift of The Sunday School Times. The 
work is still progressing ; last summer a pastor’s meeting 
was held to discuss the work of the Sunday-school. In 
1875 there were but five Sunday-schools in Schleswig-Hol- 
stein, and now there are fifty, and numbers of people have 
written asking how to form a Sunday-school. Miss 
Schmidt, of Buchs-Weiler, speaks of the continued suc- 
cess of the Sunday-school at that place, although for want 
of competent teachers they are not able to divide the 
school into many classes. 

The prospect of introducing Sunday-schools into Russia 
seems to be not quite so hopeless as formerly. Mr. Jes- 
sup, the Syrian missionary, now in this country, thinks 
Christie’s Old Organ might be advantageously put into 
Arabic, as there are now twelve thousand Sunday-school 
children in Syria to benefit by its translation. 

The Chinese child’s paper, published at Shanghai, is 
increasing in influence; it has been, in fact, the sugges- 
tion to the organization of a Chinese Tract Society. The 
reading of this news from China called out an account of 
a Chinese Sunday-school which has been held for twelve 
years in New York, and for the last three years has been 
carried on by a lady, who spoke of its interests at this 
meeting. There are six teachers, and the pupils are 
mostly men. 

The financial report and appropriations closed the 
meeting. 

A meeting in the interests of the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association was held in New York on Thursday evening, 
April 10, over which the Hon. John Jay presided. Ad- 
dresses in favor of the work of the Association were made 
by the Rev. Drs. Philip Schaff, R. S. Storrs, and S. I. 
Prime. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 

—The German 8 inday-school teachers of Jersey City, 
(N. J.) and vicinity, under the auspices of the Hudson 
County Sunday-school Association, held a successful social 
union at the Y. M. C. A. rooms, Jersey City, on March 
17. There were addresses, conversations between members, 
and a collation. All the German denominations were 
represented. 


—A Sunday-school mass meeting and institute was 
called at Columbus, Ga., on April 22 and 23, in con- 
nection with the-Baptist state convention. The topics 
discussed were, with the exception of reports from the 
field, grouped around the Bible as a central subject,— 
“The word of God our guide and guard ;” “ The Bible in 
the church ;” “in the family ;” “in the Sunday-school ;” 





“in the teacher’s study ;” and “in the class;” and “ Bi- 
ble destitution in Georgia; how to supply it.” 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—There are Hebrew Sunday-schools at Eureka and 
Reno, Nevada, and Grass Valley and Marysville, Califor- 
nia; and it is expected that others will be established at 
Virginia City, Nevada, and Sacramento, Los Angelos, 
and Stockton, California. 

—A Sunday-school class at the Michigan Asylum for 
the insane, at Kalamazoo, is composed of forty young 
women engaged at the institution as attendants, who call 
themselves ‘“‘The Asylum Ladies’ Aid Society.” They 
have given toward charitable purposes over two hundred 
dollars within the last two years, besides other gift. 

—Statistics of the eighty-five Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday-schools in New York City are presented in The 
Church Sunday-school Teacher’s Weekly. The largest 
single school is that of St John’s Chapel, Trinity Parish, 
with 79 teachers and 1,112 scholars; total, 1191. Theschool 
of St. Augustine’s Chapel, Trinity Parish, has 47 teachers 
and 1,121 scholars ; total, 1,168. TheschoolsofSt George’s 
Church and its two chapels have, together, 90 teachers 
and 1500 scholars, 


—The twenty-third anniversary of the Sunday-school 
Missionary Association of the Fourteenth Street Presby- 
terian Church, New York, was held on January 19, 1879. 
Its aid during the previous year was extended to New 
York City (the Bohemians, the city mission, and needy 
Presbyterian churches), Minnesota, Arizona, Italy, France, 
and the Foreign Sunday-school Association. The sum 
of $1,090.07 was disbursed. The receipts of the Associa- 
tion during the twenty three years of its existence have 
been $21,901.09. 

—For its Easter celebration, the superintendent of 
St. John’s Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., issued a pamphlet programme of unusual beauty, 
on the covers of each being flower pictures in colors. At 
the celebration Dr. Vincent delivered an address. The 
music was carefully produced; and part in it was taken 
by the boy choir of the school; Mr. George W. Morgan, 
the organist ; Mr. M. Arbuckle, the cornetist; Miss Emma 
Wilkinson; and Mrs. George M. Denniston. An entire 
cantata, “The Resurrection of Our Saviour,” was sung. 
The average attendance at thé school, exclusive of visitors, 
last quarter, was as follows: January, 748; February, 
853; March, 863. The contributions in January were 
$97.80; February, $200 38; March, $790.42. The school 
is divided into four departments: senior, junior, interme- 
diate, and primary. 


GENERAL. 


—The work of the New York Bible and Fruit Mission, 
begun in 1876, is designed to reach the three thousand 
sick in the public hospitals. It also maintains a coffee- 
house for convalescents discharged from the institutions 
under the care of the commissioners of charities and cor- 
rections. Mr. J. J. Astor, of New York, has lately given 
the Mission the sum of $9,000. 

—The New York Society for the Suppression of Vice 
has issued its fifth annual report. During the year 1878 
it caused 48 arrests, 22 convictions, and 20 sentences ; 
procured convictions aggregating thirty-one years, and 
fines of $1,110; and destroyed 2,120 pounds of objection- 
able matter, 787 packages of medicine, 1,005,172 circu- 
lars, etc., and 300,000 addresses of possible patrons. 

—The missionary brig Morning Star, so well known to 
old and new Sunday-school scholars, arrived at Honolulu 
on February 28, after an absence of eight months. Dur- 
ing her voyage she visited twenty-six islands in the 
Micronesian group, sailing 14,500 miles in all, and trans- 
ferring 142 passengers from one island to another. The 
voyage is considered dangerous, but was without accident. 
Five new islands were visited, and teachers were left on 
two of them. Four conversions on board were reporied, 
including three sailors. 


—The estimated population of England and Wales in 
1877 was 24,500,000, of whom 7,500,000 were between the 
ages of five and fifteen. There are 45,000 places of wor- 
ship, with sittings for 13,500,000; and there are 35,000 
ministers, exclusive of local preachers, Jay readers, etc. 
The number of communicants is 300,000. It is estimated 
that 10,000,000 attend places of worship on Sunday. The 
number of Sunday-school teachers is thought to be about 
350,000; and of scholars, 3,500,000. There is a minister 
for every 700 persons, or 140 families ; a place of worship 
for every 550, or 100 families. 

—The Rey. Dr. E. C. Wines has resigned, on account 
of increasing age, the office of secretary of the National 
Prison Association of the United States. He intends to 





write several works on the subject of prison reform. It 
is proposed to re-organize the Association under the name 
of “The National Association of the United States for 
the Prevention and Repression of Crime,” and to depend 
upon a large membership with small fees, rather than a 
small number of liberal donors, influenced by personal 
solicitation. The annual subscription will be $5; life- 
members will be made by the payment of $100; and the 
payment of $500 will make a life patron. 


—The following petition is being circulated by the 
Woman’s National Christian Temperance Union: “To 
the honorable members of the United States Senate 
and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 
We, the undersigned, officers and members of the Woman’s 
National Christian Temperance Union, and others, 
learning that an effort will be made by the importers, 
rectifiers and wholesale liquor-dealers to secure the repeal 
of the amended Internal Revenue Act which was approved 
March 1, 1879, and which we believed to be wise and 
timely, earnestly pray your honorable body not to make 
any change to promote the interest of dealers in spirituous 
liquors.” 

—Some general statistics concerning the growth of 
Christianity in the United States have been gathered by 
the Rev. Dr. Daniel Dorchester, of Springfield, Mass. 
Dr. Dorchester finds that the church organizations in this 
country increased, between 1775 and 1870, from 1,970 to 
72,459. In 1775,1,918 were Protestant, 52 non-Protestant ; 
in 1870, 67,857 were Protestant, 4,600 non-Protestant. The 
population increased sixteen fold, the Protestant churches 
thirty-five fold. The ratio of increase of the non-Protes- 
tant churches was larger, owing to the small beginning, 
but is still far behind. The ministers likewise increased 
in the whole hundred years much faster than the popula- 
tion ; and from 1850 to 1875 the Protestant clergy increased 
from 27,950 to 62,695, and the non-Protestant from 1,397 
to 5,547. The communicants of evangelical churches 
increased from 364,000 in 1800 to 3,501,000 in 1850 and 
8,260,000 in 1875, the increase in the last twenty-five years 
being 136 per cent. against an increase of 89 per cent. in 
population. The increase of the Roman Catholic Church 
during the same period is estimated by its authorities to 
be from 100,000 in 1800 to 1,614,000 in 1850 and 6,200,- 
000 in 1875; but these numbers include the whole esti- 
mated body in the parishes, whether infant or adult. In 
this last twenty-five years over 7,000,000 immigrants, three- 
fifths Catholics, settled in the country. It is thought that 
the Protestant membership in America now numbers 
nearly 11,000,000. 


PERSONAL. 

—Mr. Sankey recently assisted at the regular afternoon 
service of the parish church of the Church of England at 
Chapel-en-le- Frith, England. He sang three times. At 
last writing Mr. Sankey was visiting Swansea by invita- 
tion of the vicar and other ministers. 


—Mr. C. M. Eames, who has been for nine years super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Jacksonville, Ill., has resigned, in consequence 
of a press of duties as editor of the Jacksonville Daily 
Journal, and otherwise. Mr. Frank Hine has been 
elected his successor. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


FROM EGYPT TO PALESTINE.* 


It is always a real pleasure to be able to announce a really 
superior book of travel and study in Bible lands; and such 
is fully the case with From Egypt to Palestine, by 8. C. Bartlett, 
D.D., LL.D., president of Dartmouth College, and lately 
professor in the Chicago Theological Seminary. It is a 
wearisome task to go through with the common-place 
journals of casual travelers, who see the surface of the present 
time, and are unable to add anything to real Bible illustra- 
tion. Few remember that a great deal of work, both before 
and in the journey, as well as after reaching home, is neces- 
sary in order to present a book that is worth anything at all 
nowadays, about Egypt, Palestine, or the desert of the 
Exodus. As Humboldt, one of the greatest of travelers, 
wrote to Tischendorf, “ You are one of the most successful 
travelers of our time; but you are not successful by chance; 
no, you are successful because, abundantly and thoroughly 
prepared beforehand, and gifted with such singularly keen 
judgment and iron industry, you knew beforehand how to 
discover the right thing, and to elaborate that which is of 
genuine historic moment ;” so now eastern travelers need to 
follow. And the book in hand, though of very different char- 
acter, is one that deserves to, and doubtless will for English 
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readers, take its place in the library along- 
side of Tischendorf’s Travels to the Orient, 
and From the Holy Land, and with the first 
part of Ebers’s Durch Gosen zum Sinai 
(Through Goshen to Sinai). 

President Bartlett’s book opens at Rome, 
not to narrate sight-seeing, but by way of 
proper introduction to the East and to an- 
tiquity ; whence it follows his way to Alex- 
andria, up the Nile, back to Cairo, to Suez, 
to Sinai, through several detours in that 
peninsula and in the ancient “ South Coun- 
try,” to Hebron, and thence through much 
of the Holy Land to Beirdit and to Constanti- 
nople. But the main strength and study of 
the book appears in the Egyptian and Sinaitic 
portion of the volume. The author took 
pains to inform himself of facts left unset- 
tled by all the former travelers of note and 
competency, as well as of matters of theory 
where there was still a chance of settlement ; 
and in every case where it was possible, he 
has done a man’s work both in the field and 
with his books. Gifted with a singular judicial 
fairness, patience, and coolness, his state- 
ment of disputed matters is unprejudiced and 
luminous, and his reasoning and conclusions 
are worthy in every case of weighty con- 
‘ sideration. 

In very many matters, which cannot be 
detailed here, the reader will find himself in 
possession of material in advance of the best 
Bible dictionaries, and free from that bane 
of German and French scholarship, the hasty 
jumping to unwarranted though brilliant con- 
clusions, followed by the building of a splen- 
did air-castle on those misty conclusions as 
a foundation. With regard to the nonsense 
set afloat respecting the Great Pyramid by 
John Taylor and Piazzi Smyth, President 

' Bartlett finds just time to follow the really 
i! learned investigators in his opinion that the 
}! Pyramid is a tomb, and to cite the last 
learned refutation of those elaborate pieces 
of wasted learning. But as to important 
matters, besides his general fullness of learn- 
. ing and soundness of sense, his treatment 
. of the Exodus, the Egyptian mines and the 
Written Valley, the region of the law-giving, 
ih the desert of the wandering, and the “South 
; Country,” is masterly, and abundantly sup- 
plied with new matter. His new investi- 
gations respecting Kadesh are especially note- 
worthy. But throughout, the self-poised, 
modest, industrious brain-work is an exceed- 
ingly serviceable help to all Bible students. 
After his return to America, the author had 
the good fortune to be able to avail himself 
of the great works on Egypt which are ac- 
cessible in only a few places in this country, 
such as Lepsius’s Denkmiiler, for instance, 
whose bulk is about that of half a cord of 
wood, and which is full of most elaborate 
material. Of this material the author justly 
says, “he trusts that he has used those 
sources of information discreetly, but no 
man could claim to have done it exhaustively.” 
But future investigators will thank Dr. Bart- 
lett for putting a few more rounds in their 
; climbing ladder. 

| With respect to the travels in Palestine, 
the work is that of an uncommonly well- 
H informed student, and worth close reading ; but 
Wit valuable as it is, the other part of the book 

would have been enough for one man to do. 
The illustrations and maps are good; espe- 
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cially fine is the “ Map of Sinai, the Desert, 
ie and the South Country” at the end of the 
Mt volume. 
4 It is well for a prominent writer himself to 
eH undertake the collection of such of his mis- 
k } cellaneous contributions to periodicals as 

t 


seem to deserve preservation in book form. 
Such an indication of the author’s preference 
is valuable to the reader, whether or not it 
4 binds subsequent editors to his own choice. 
| This work of selection and editing Mr. Glad- 
stone, one of the most prominent magazinists 
of his time, is doing in his six-volume series 
of Gleanings from Past Years, now in course of 
publication by Charles Scribner’s Sons. The 
third and fourth volumes, just issued, contain 
historical and speculative articles, including 
. the celebrated reviews of Ecce Homo; 
and papers on various themes of foreign poli- 


tics. (18mo, cloth, pp. x, 273; x, 365. Price 
of each, $1.00.) 

A convenient and cheap hand-book of bio- 
graphical information concerning the leading 
German musical composers and their works 
was recently prepared by Mr. George T. 
Ferris, and published by D. Appleton & Co. 
in their New Handy Volume Series. The 
same writer has now produced a companion 
volume, devoted to The Great Italian and 
French Composers. The critical judgments we 
cannot always accept, and the author’s ten- 
dency toward undue enthusiasm ought to be 
noted by the reader; but as a collection of 
facts, dates, and titles the unpretending vol- 
ume may be recommended for occasional con- 
sultation. It is cheaply published in the 
New Handy Volume Series. (16mo, paper, 
pp. 248. Price, 30 cents.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 
Dr. Newton’s Life of Jesus Christ for the 
Young, published by Gebbie & Barrie, Phila- 
delphia, has reached its thirtieth part. 





The life of the late John B. Vassar (“ Uncle 
John Vassar”) will be published in May, 
simultaneously by the American Tract Society, 
New York, and Hodder & Stoughton, London. 


A little volume entitled Ballads of Battle 
and Bravery, collected by Mr. W. Gordon 
McCabe, and published in the Half-Hour 
Series of the Harpers, deserves the attention 
of students and others seeking pieces for 
declamation or public reading. The price is 
twenty-five cents. 





That well-known and serviceable temper- 
ance picture, The Black Valley Railroad, 
continues to be published by the Rev. S. W. 
Hanks, Congregational House, Boston, in 
sizes ranging from 8x8 inches to 2x4 feet, 
and at prices varying from three cents to 
three dollars a copy. 





The name of Der Kinderfrewnd, published 
at the Methodist Tract House in Bremen for 
over twenty years, was accidentally omitted 
from a notice of the principal Sunday-school 
periodicals in Germany, in The Sunday 
School Times for April 12. Der Kinderfreund 
began as a monthly, but for a number of 
years has been a weekly. 


The issue of The Publisher's Weekly for 
March 22 was its “spring announcement 
number.” From its full and conveniently 
arranged alphabetical lists we extract some 
titles which seem to possess interest for our 
readers: American Tract Society, New York: 
The Life of Jonas King, missionary at 
Athens. D. Appleton & Co., New York: A 
series of Early Christian Literature Primers, 
edited by Professor G. P. Fisher of Yale 
College. Robert Carter & Brothers, New 
York: My Desire, a new novel by Susan 
Warner. Dodd, Mead, & Co., New York: a 
Cyclopedia of Religious Poetry, edited by 
the Rev. Dr. Philip Schaff and Mr. Arthur 
Gilman. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York: 
a volume of sermons by Bishop Stevens of 
Pennsylvania; Zechariah and his Prophecies 
(the Bampton lectures for 1878), by the Rev. 
Dr. C. H. H. Wright. Harper & Brothers, 
New York: From Egypt to Palestine, by 
President Bartlett of Dartmouth College. 
Houghton, Osgood, & Co., Boston: Mar- 
riage, by the Rev. Joseph Cook; a new 
edition of the Hon. A. P. Russell’s Library 
Notes; and a new edition of The Peace 
Parliament, by the Rev. W. W. Newton. 
Lee & Shepard, Boston: a new edition of 
Mrs. Maria Brooks’s Zophiel. Little, Brown, 
& Co., Boston: a one-volume edition of Web- 
ster’s chief orations and speeches. D. Loth- 
rop & Co., Boston: Sunday-school Entertain- 
ments, edited by Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney; 
and a dramatization of The Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress, by George Macdonald and his wife. 
Phillips & Hunt, New York (successors to 
Nelson & Phillips): the second volume of 
their Library of Theological and Biblical 
Literature, Pott, Young, & Co., New York: 





Sermons for children, by the Rev. S. Baring- 





Gould. Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Philadelphia: The Sunrise Kingdom, an 
account of missionary life in Japan, by Mrs. 
Currothers. Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 
New York: A Life Worth Living, a memoir 
of the late Mrs. Emily Bliss Gould, by the 
Rev. Leonard W. Bacon. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


(AR books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head, The interests of our readers will guide us 
in making further notice. } 


Poems of Places, edited by Henry W. Longfellow: 
Western States. 18mo, cloth. pp. vii, 254. Boston : 
Houghton, Osgood, & Co. Price, $1. 00. 


Marri With preludes on 
Josep : Cook. 
Price, $1.50. 


Gleanings of Past Years, 1844-1878. By the Right Hon. 

W. E. Gladstone, M. P. Vol. ILI. Histor + and 
Speculative, pp. x, 273; Vol. [V. Foreign, 
Each 18mo, cloth. New — Charles 
Sons. Price of each, $1.00. 


Life of Jesus Christ, for the heey 3 By Richard New- 
ton, DD. Illustrated. Parts 2y and 30, together. 
4to, paper, pp. 48. Philadelphia : Gebbie & rrie. 
Price, 50 cents. 


current events. By 
12mo, cloth, pp. vill, 270. The same. 


365. 
sibner’ 8 


The Present Condition and Future Glory of Believers 
and the Earth. By Nathaniel West, D.D. 18mo, 
par per, pp. 36. St. Louis: Gospel Book and Tract 

Jepository. Price, 10 cents. 


NEW MUSIC. 

Where has Little EvaGone? Song. Words and music 
by Charlies Conway. New York: R, A. Saalfield. 
Price, 40 cents, 

The Little Old Log Cabin by the Stream. Song and 
chorus. Words and music by Richard Dunn. The 

same. Price, 35 cents. 


The Outcast. ae By B. W. Pulling. The same. 
Price, 35 cents 


My Grandmother's Clock. Song. Words and music 
by Herbert Wallace. The same. 


~ Grandpa’s Advice. Song and chorus. Words by 


rank Dumont; music 4 Will L. Thompson. East 
eon Ohio: W. L. Thompson & Co. Price, 35 
cen 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week, 
The regular edition this week is 27,750 copies. 
Advertisers are free to examine the subscrip- 
tion list at any time. Uniform advertising 
rate for ordinary advertisements 15 cents per 
agate line for each and every insertion. 

FREE.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS. Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Illinois. 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate advertised 
in another column is a preparation of great 
merit, and is extensively used by physi- 
cians. While The Sunday School Times 
is exceedingly careful as to what appears 
in its advertising columns, it is glad to aid 
in making known so valuable a prepara- 
tion as ts Acid cit 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 
KANTNER’sS Book of Objects = eee. 


dh nes estnut 8 Suect Philadelinia, -“° 


SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER. ‘Drs. ‘Strong’s 
Remedial Institute has Turkish, Russian, Hydro- 
pathic and Electric Baths, Equalizer and other valu- 
able facilities for treating Nervous, Lung, Female and 
other diseases. Prices reduced. Send 1 for circular. 





Over 
& Walker, 1113 


HE PHILADELPHIA NORMAL CLASS meets 

every ane evening at8 o'clock, in the Assembl 
Room of the Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1 
Chestnut Street. Leader, Rev. J. ° orden, 
superintendents, officers, and teachers, and those ex- 
pecting to be teachers are welcomed. 


A> 4 ACADEMY, QUINCY, MASS. 
Fits boys for our best Colleges. School year be- 
ro 9th September, 1879. Tuition, $100a year. Board, 


350. Karly application should be made tor good rooms. 
For catal 
EVEKET 


PU LPIT HELPS. “ith. uke” 
Spice for sermons. Sample 10 cents. 
Draw er 34, Platteville, Wis. 


R EVELL’S classified reference catalogue of 8. 8, 
Pplies free to any address. F. H. Revell. Chicago 


(usTER's 2 BON MARCHE” for Millinery & Fan 

Ge N. 8th Street, Phila. Goods sent by ; mail 
ARRIGUES BROS.,.Phila., Pa., 8. 5. , Supplies, 
G “New Catalogue trea. 


= Vy information address WILLIAM 











ae LATEST Complete Work. 
ddress, Fords, oward & Hulbert, N. Y. 


Use Brown's Bronchial Troches. 
Beatty’ 8 Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington,N.. J. 

li Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. 
Read the NEW YORK SUN. 

Use * Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” 

Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. ¥ 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 

SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. 
Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y. 

_J.L. Patten & Co., Publishers of Leisure Hours, N.Y. 

~ In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 

concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 











tisement in The Sunday School Times, 


A) 


| Sabbath-school.’ 





UPERIOR 
UNDAY SCHOOL 
INGING BOOKS. 


Should you want a new Music Book 
select from the following list: 


PURE GOLD (Board Covers), 

$30 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail. 
ROYAL DIADEM (Board Covers), 

$30 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail. 
BRIGHTEST AND BEST (Board Covers), 

$30 per 100 copies; 35 cents by mail. 
WELCOME TIDINGS (Board Covers), 

$30 per 100 copies ; 
NEW HYMNARY (Board Covers), 

#40 per 100 copies: 
BOOK OF PRAISE (Board Covers), 

$40 per 100 copies; 
HYMN SERVICE (Paper Covers), 

$10 per 100 copies ; 


35 cents by mail. 
50 cents by mail. 
50 cents by mail. 
15 cents by mail. 


BS Any one of the above sent on receipt of the retail 
price, or the 7 books sent on receipt of $2.00. 





Sold by Booksellers and Music Dealers. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
73 Randolph Street, | 


CHIC AGO. 
QO00 Rupe esetee 


mtg to Removal and Discontinuing Publish= 

ing, we will sell our entire stock of Sunday- 
School Music Books at the following prices :— 
SONGS OF GRACE AND GLORY, Boards 815 
per 100. ECHOES FROM ZION, Boards $10. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL,DIADEM,HEAV- 
ENLY ECHOES, CHRISTI .N MELODIST and 
CHORAL HARP, Paper, *4., Boards, 86.RE= 
VIVAL HYMN AND TUNE BOOK, Paper 82., 
Boards, 84. DAY SCH®OL BELL, Paper &6., 
Boards $10. Postage —Paper, 2c., Boards 4c. 
Sheet Music at Ict. per page. ORGANS for 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS $35 and $40, 5 Stops $45, 
7 de $50, 9 do $55 & 860,11 do 865,12 do 
870,13 do $80,Cash. Not used a year, as good as new, 
PIANOS at prices equally low. Warranted6 
years. Send for CATALOGUES. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, 40 East 14th Si., N. Y- 


76 East Ninth Street, 
|" NEW YORK. 


AGENTS WANTED. 
ABBOTT’S LAKGE i) Pb | Liiustrated) NEW 
TAME 


WITH NOTES, isa 
ose. it. Ail want i or dress, H 
DSPEED & CO., New ‘Yor or Cincinnati, Onto. 


W AGENTS WANTED for the 
ORK DAYS OF GOD, 
BY PROF. HERBERT W. MORRIS, A. M.., D. D. 
The Grand History of the WorLD BEFORE ADAM. 
Its dateless origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in 
becoming a fit abode for man. The beauties, wonders 
and realities of PLAN asshown by SCIENCE. So plain, 
clear and easily understood that all read it with 


delight. Strongest commendations. Send for circular 
and extraterms. Address, 


J. C. McCURDY & co.. .. Philadelphia. . 


AGENTS WANTED ite cimhens ¢ 


the Republic.” popales work by Rev. J. S. Van 
Dyke. One ofthe toa selling books ot the age. Style 
attractive, illustrations good, press notices admirable. 
Sales easy. Commission very large. Address 
HENRY CARTER, Gen. Agt., Cranverry, N. J. 


THE PORTABLE COMMENTARY. 


A Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the 
Old and New Testaments. By Jamieson, Fausset, 
and Brown. New edition, complete in one volume. 
Cr. 8vo, 1,421 pp. Illustrated by maps. Cloth, red 
edges, beveled boards. $3.50 

book for every Bible student desiring a Sull and 
satisfactory commentary on the whole Bible in one 





es - work for ta. Ni 








compact Volume at a price within the means of all. 
Sold by all booksellers, or sent, post-paid, on receipt 
of price. 


THOMAS ¥. CROW EbL, 744 Broadway; N. Y. 


An Order of Service. 


There is a great demand for the Order ot 
Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate sheets, and can be mailed 
to any address. It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
a most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred cupies. Printed on cardboard, 
$2.00 per hundred copies. Sent by mail with- 
out cost of postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Ww AND BEAUTIFUL. 

REWARD MaRS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
mprising Motto Cards—Reward 

iment me Verse 

and Hym Cards. 

TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL. CARDS 

FREE dress. J. BUFFORD’S 

SONS, Publishers of “Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass 


NHE DRUNKARD’S “WAY; OR, “THE BL. AC K 
VALLEY RAILROAD—A Picture 18x2 4 inches, 
in 6 colors. ‘Incomparable as an exhibition of truth.” _ 
B. Gover. “Ought to be disseminated as widely as 
the evils it represents with so much ingenuity.”—Rrv. 
OsEPH CooK. “ Wish ‘. were on the walls of ever 
’—REV. L. CUYLER. 25c. by mai 
35c. on roller; on et 8x16 feet with pro sramme 
= 8. Concerts LOANED. Agentswanted. Write to 
. P. Smith, Congregational House, Boston, Mass, 


SEND tor Catalogue ot Sunday-school Books and 
blished by the American Sunda: 
Union. No. L122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
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New Sunday-School Library Books 


“In these days when so many hundreds 
of volumes are being issued from the press 
intended for young readers, it is often a 
difficult matter to discriminate, without par- 
ticular examination of each one. There are 
some publishers, however, whose names alone 
are a strong quarantee of the value of their 
works Prominent among these is the firm of 
Robert Carter & Brothers.” —Episcopal Reg- 


ister. 








Send for our new Catalogue of Books for 
the Young, on which will be found the 
writings of A. L. O. E., Miss Drinkwater, 
Miss Giberne, Miss Holt, Dr. Macduff, L. T. 
Meade, the two Miss Mathews, P. B. Power, 
Dr. Richard Newton, books by the author oy 
“The Peep of Day,” “ Win and Wear,” 


“ Wide, Wide World,” ‘“ Christie's Old 
Organ,” and a great many others. Among 
the newest hooks are 

The Wicket Gate. Rev. W.W. Newton. $1 25 
King in His Beauty. Dr. Newton... 1 25 
King’s People. Miss Warner. 5 vols. 7 00 
Haps and Mishaps. Misses Mathews. 7 50 


Sunday-school Libraries supplied on favor- 
able terms, and with great care in the selec- 
tion. both from our own list and that of other 
Publishing Houses and Societies. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


THE BEST BOOKS AT REDUCED PRICES. 


Crowell’s Cheap S. S. Libraries. 


In Attractive Bindings, and in literary ability and 
moral teaching of wnquestionable superiority. 


No. 1, 30 vols., 18mo, Reduced from $16.25 to $8.75 
No. 2, 15 vols., 16mo, Reduced from 19.80 to 10.00 
No. 3, 15 vols., 16mo, Reduced from 19.55 to 10.00 
No. 4, For Primary Classes, 

36 vols., 18mo, Reduced from 10.80 to 6.25 
No. 5, 15 vols., 16mo, Reduced from 11.75 to 7.50 


il vols., Reduced from 78.15 to 42 50 


The above net prices to mg yo show an 
average discount of forty per cent. from former retail 
prices, and as there is not one undesirable book in the 
whole list, we ask their examination by those who 
desire the best books at reduced prices. 


THOMAS Y.CROWELL, 
74 Broadway, New York. 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


The National Temperance Society and Publication 
House have issued the following: 


The Brewery at Taylorville, $1.50; Harry the Prodi- 
gal, $1.25; Firebrands, $1.25; Caught and Fettered, 
$1.00; The Queer Home in Rugby Court, $1.50; Saved, 
$1.25; Coals of Fire, $1.00; The Emerald Spray, 40 cts. 

THE YOUTA’S TEMPERANCE BANNER.—A four-page 
monthly illustrated paper for Sunday-schools, with 
choice reading from the best writers for children. 
Price, 35 cents single copy; eight copies, $1.08; fifty 
copies, $6.75; one hundre —_ $13. Post-paid. Ad- 
dress, J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 58 Reade St., 
New York. 








THE 


PHILADELPHIA RECORD, 


THE CHEAPEST Al.) LARGEST 


DAILY INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 


IN THE UNITED STATES. 


IT PUBLISHES A 


Full Report of Associated Press News 


IT PUBLISHES 


Complete and Accurate Market Reports. 
ITS GENERAL NEWS AND ENTERPRIS- 
ING SPECIALTIES MAKEIT A 
VALUABLE PAPER FOR 
ANY LOCALITY. 

PRICE, $3 A YEAR, FREE OF POSTAGE. 

Sent on trial One Month for 25 cents. 


PRESENT CIRCULATION, OVER 
49,000 COPIES DAILY. 
R@ Specimen copies sent free to any address. 
THE RECORD, Philadelphia. 
THE LATEST SUNDAY MORNING SERMONS 


REV. C. H. SPURGEON 
REV. DR. TALMAGE, 


And a Portrait and Biography of some Eminent per- 
son, and Sunday-school Lesson explained, and Anec- 


dotes and Prophetic Articles, are published EVERY 
WEEK in the 


CHRISTIAN HERALD, 
$150 perannum. Sample copies free. Agents wanted. 
Also, can be bad from all Newsdealers. Address 

B. AITKEN, 63 Bible House, New York. 
I’ you want a cheap lesson help for your school, and 
atthe same time a good one, send for sam les of 
The Weekly Lesson Leaf published at the o of 
The Sunday 00. Price, 60 cents per hun- 





For April, May, and June. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter of 1879 is ready for delivery. With the 
increased circulation of this periodical, the publisher has been enabled to make improve- 
ments in it, which otherwise could not have been afforded. The additional pages of familiar 
and appropriate music, together with the colored maps and other new features, have made it 
more helpful and popular than ever. Every one pronounces the book wonderfully cheap for 
what it furnishes. Will you not try it in your school? You can subscribe for only three months 
at a time, if you prefer it. Many superintendents who could not raise $25 at once for a hundred 
copies one year, have found that they can easily raise $6.25 every three months. You will find 
your teachers and scholars willing to pay for a really good thing,—if they are once permitted to 
try it. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY’S — 


ECONOMICAL S.S. PUBLICATIONS 


The marked success of their Economical Libraries, of which over 90,000 
volumes have been sold, has led the Publishers to prepare a new Library for 
1879, and to make a 


SWEEPING REDUCTION 


in prices of all their Sunday-school and Juvenile Books. 


These are now almost all included in their HEARTHSTONE LIBRARY, 
issued in two Series, each uniformly bound: the volumes of which are sold 
separately. 


The aim has been to make all these Series not cheap simply, BUT TRULY 
ECONOMICAL: that is, to supply books of the best quality at the lowest price. 
T heir most valuable publications, including the works of Mrs. Charles (author 
of the Schonberg-Cotta Family),—Hesba Stretton,—Edward Garrett,—Norman 
McLeod,—Elizabeth Stuart Phelps,—Jacob Abbott,—Lyman Abbott,—Dr. John 
Hall,— Dr. H. H. Jessup,—and other well-known writers, are found in these Series. 


The books are well printed on firm paper, hound most attractively in the 
best English cloth, and fully illustrated. 


| 40 Vols., 16mo, 11,000 Pages. 


Economical iy S, Library a | PRICE, $18.50 NET. 
Economical §, §, Library “B.” | °° Yo eee eS er 
Economical §, §, Library “A,” | 


50 Vols., 16mo, 13,356 Pages. 
PRICE, $24.50 NET. 
The three Libraries are uniform in 7 and may be used together as one. 
Wooden Case, Grained Walnut. The volumes are numbered and ready for use. 


supplied with each Set. Sold only in Set. Together they contain 150 vols. 
41,000 pages for $72. 


Economical Primary Class §, §, Libra | cn wimbere and spi 
with oV catalogues. 0. 


THE HEARTH-STONE LIBRARY, 


For Sunday-schools and Family Reading. Issued in Two Series, each uniform in Price and Style. 
AT AN UNPARALLELED REDUCTION IN PRICE. 
FIRST SERIES AT 80 CENTS. SECOND SERIES AT 65 CENTS. 


Containing books of from 300 to 450 pages, Containing books of from 175 to 300 pages, 
usually published at from $1.25 to $1.50. usually published at from 90 cents to $1.25. 


16mo. Handsomely bound in ink and gold; 16mo. Handsomely bound in ink and gold; 
at 80 cents per volume. 42 volumes published. | at 65 cents per volume. 39 volumes published. 


New Volumes just published in both Series. 


A liberal discount to Sunday-schools upon the volumes of the Hearth-stone Library, which 
are sold separately. : 


Descriptive Circular, with full Catalogues, sent to any address on application. 
For sale by all Booksellers, and by 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, Publishers, 751 Broadway, New York. 


New Lumrarits. 
MODEL No.1. 4%, MODELNo.2 


50 VOLUMES, I6mo. SARA 50 VOLUMES, I8mo. 


Well printed on good, clear paper, N\ Well printed and strgngly bound in 
bound in best cloth, no strawboard best cloth, and put up in a nice case. 


in the covers, in a nice chestnut case. Differs entirely from Model No. 1. 


Fully Wustrated 9,182 Pages 


Each in a Neat 
50 Catalogues 
All different. 















aiay 
Fully Dlustrated 12,329 Pages, 


Averaging nearly 250 pages per volume, and | Averaging nearly 200 pages per volume, ana 


costing only 40 cents each. costing only 30 cents each. 


PRICE $20 WET. PRICE $15 VET. 
Fifty Catalogues with each Library. | Fifty Catalogues with each Library, 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York, or, 
PHILADELPHIA, 1512 ChestnutStreet; BOSTON, 23 Franklin Street; ROCHESTER, 
N. Y., 75 State Street; RICHMOND, Va., 914 Main St.; CHICAGO, IIl., 52 Madison 
Street; SAN FRANCISCO, 757 Market Street. 








ESTABLISHED 1780. 





Ser COMPLETE IN TERRY, $55. 
Set COMPLETE IN PLUSH, $60, 


Church and Lodge Furniture 
A SPECIALTY. 
SHAW & APPLIN, 
Successors to Braman Shaw & Co., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 


PARLOR FURNITURE, 


WaREROOMS, 27 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON. 


CAHILL HOUSE, 


Third Ave. © ASBURY PARK, N. J., 


Kingsley St. 
The above new and commodious house will be opened 
Sor the reception of quests by 


Mrs. M. D. CAHILL, on June 10, 1879. 


The situation is one of the most desirable in Asbury Park, 
being but Two Minutes’ Walk from the Beach 
and popular Bathing Grounds. 


The House is surrounded by wide Piazzas and Balconies, 
and has been elegantly furnished throughout, each 
bed-room having Spring Beds, Gas, etc, 


A Coach will meet the arrival of every Train, and convey 
the Guests to the House FREE OF CHARGE. 


Rooms may be engaged and further information obtained 
of Mrs. M. D. CAHILL, 1314 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
Where her large double house, containing over 30 rooms, 
is open all the vear round for Permanent and 
Transient Guests. 


‘* Freighted with Good Things ”’ 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD for May 
contains an article on Isaiah, by Prof. James 
T. Hyde; A Lesson from the Phonograph, by 
Rev. Edward A. Rand; After the Festival, by 
Charles F. Deems, D.D.; The Summer Assem- 
blies, by the Editor; The Teachers’ Prepara- 
tion, by Rev. G. S. Plumley; a list of the 
International Lessons for 1880, with the Golden 
Texts; interesting sketches of frontier work, 
Sunday-school news, and editorial items. 

“Studying with Oriental Eyes” and ‘‘ Bless- 
edness of Old Testament Study” are the topics 
presented in Our Correspondents’ Table. 

THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON DEPART- 
MENT furnishes Explauations by the Rev. John 
Hall, D.D., New York; Light on the Lesson 
from Bible Lands, by Prof. George E. Post, 
M.D., Syria: Lesson Talks for Infant-Class 
Teachers, by Mrs. Alice W. Knox—and the 
editor, Rev. Edwin W. Rice, shows how to 
teach the lessons. By mail, 5 cts.; 60 cts. a 
year: in clubs, 55 cts, Address 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
10 Bible House, New York; 
73 Randolph St, Chieago. 


“THE SUNDAY-ScHOOL WORLD still comes to me 
freighted with good things. I prize it more and 
more. ’—REv. J. N., Ohio. 


“Tt would detract very materially from my Sabbaths 
not tohave THK SUNDAY-ScHOOL WoRLD.”—E W. 
H., Georgia. 


“Itis the best paper of the kind published.” —T. W. 
D., Jowa. 


“We advise al! Sunday-School Workers who study 
the International Lessuns, to subscribe for the Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL WORLD. A teacher who desires to be 
well informed cannot well do witbout it.”—La Grange 
Ga.) Reporter. 


UMMER \CHOOLS. 


Before ordering Sabbath 
School Papers for another 
season, send forsamples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 
GOOD CHEER, 
OLD AND YOUNG. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE 


Christian at Work Publishing Co. 





Samples sent FREE on application to 


E.W.HAWLEY, Secretary, 


P. O. Box 3918, NEw YORK. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUES to 
Cassell, Petter & Galpin, New York. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
at $2.15 a year, which includes postage. Club rates: 
From 1 to 14 copies, 

“ bow 
#0 copies and upwards 

The yellow label on each paver, shows up to what date 
a subscriber has paid. If the publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber that the paper 
be discontinued, be will continue to send tl. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time thereafter. Ure 
subscriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it. 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents has 
beer: discontinued. The price to all single subscribers 
is now $2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 

year at yearly rates. 
” Additions may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered, The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time cf their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post 
office to which they wish It sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. AJl addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either asingle or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the rene to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies; sent free frdm this 

fice to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER. % cents per year. 
This paper is designed to supply superintendents with 
helps, in the line of their special work, to which teach- 
ers and scholars have not access. It is published 
monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of its price, only 
to subscriber s of The Times who are Pastors or Super- 
intendents (including in the latter class assistant super- 
intendents, and heads of departments meeting in 
separate rooms), and who, when ordering it, state ¢ 
they are such. : 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for The Sunday School Times, as given on the 
yellow address label on The Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF, A separate leaf for 

every Sunday in the year. 

100 copies, one month d 

—_—- = one year 7.20 

Leas than 100 copies at same rate, Orders not taken 
for leas than one month. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons for three months, with Map, Bible Dictionary, 
etc., etc. 

100 copies one year (four quarters) 

Single copy, one year Cou QUATLETS)...0---. 

100 copies, three months (one quarter) 

Under 10 copies, three months, each.............. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any 
of these publications, can make payment for the same 
by a money o der, payaole at Philadelphia, to John D. 
Wattles, a8 follows : 

The Suuday School Times, one year, - - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendents’ Paper, one year, - 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one yoar, - = Is. 6d. 

These rates iuclude postage, which is prepaid at this 

offi ce. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


EDUCATIONAL, 


DAMS ACADEMY, QUINCY, MASS., 
Fits boys for our best Colleges. ition, $100 a 
year. Board at the School Boarding House, $350 a 
ear. For catalogues and information apply to the 
Master, WILLIAM EVERETT, Ph.D. 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Best advan’ for'a thorougin ed in. Refers by 
a . Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sun- 
Goneol ane. ong Ber. So ee 4001 Pine 
< ____ MRS. J. A. BOGARDUB, Principal. 
IGLAR’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL, 
NEWBURGH, New YORK. 


Preparation of Boys for Yale a specialty. 
me are takin 





Our 
the highest rank at Yale and 
illiams. By entering their sons at ten; or not later 
than twelve years of ege, parents will ~ 7 in 
time, expense, and thoroughness of preparation 
“ Hints to Parents” sent on application. Correspond- 

ence solicited. Address, 
HENRY W. SIGLAR, A. M. 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
8% UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teach: with tions. Applicat 
form for stamp. am BY Ree Families with 
Competent Instructors WITHOUT CHARGE, 
T. OCOOTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
30 Union Square, N. Y. 


AMERICAN & FOREIGN 
Teachers’ Agency. 


23 Union Square, New York. 


Supplies Families, Schools, and Colleges with. com 
vent Instructors. Gall on ~ address Miss M. J. Youne. 
Oy Pe bel, -y, £7 FEMALE COLLEGE 
Best advantages iterature, Science, 
Painting eee ore 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 


ATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND 
_Oratory, Philad’a. J. W. Shoemaker, A.M., 


125%: = Musical Instraction 15. 


New England Conservatory, Music 
Hall, Boastor FE. Tourjée, tor. 
’ 

(00K S EUROPEAN TOURS, 

Messrs Thos. Cook & Son, the world-renowned 
Tourist and Excursion managers, are organizing 
Special Parties to leave America during MAY, JUNE, 
and JULY. 

THE ANNUAL VACATION PARTY 
will leave New York the last week in June, and is 
arranged specially for teachers,students,etc., at greatly 
reduced prices. For full particulars address THOMAS 
COOK & SON, 261 Broaaway, New York 

N. B.—Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son's Tickets are avail- 
able over all chief lines of steamers and railways in 
all parts of the globe, and enable one or more passen- 
gers to travel by any route at any date, and do not 


compel the holders to travel in parties unless they 
wish. 








Review Chart and Responsive Review Exercises 


t d in The Quarter! also pub- 
tip ous ob 0 conte var Landool eobion, 


GOSPEL ECHOES. {7 So.7A70es., 


Every Sunday-school can afford it. Price, 25 cts ; $2.50 


Gate, etc. Price, 35 cts. ; $3.60 per doz. ; $30 per 100. 


You will make no mistake in adopting either of these 
price, or one of each for 75 cents. Specimen ree. 


till he has 


[REVI 
We confidently believe that singing teache 


reach of all. Sample copy mailed for 40 cents. 


THE 


OWNING 
RIUMPH, ».2%ernc'o 


1308 Chestnut St.. Phila. 


1879 IN PRESS. (879 


ASA HULL'S 
Forthcoming S.S. Music Book, 


Wreath of Praise, 


WII be issued early in April. It will be the usual 
style and size, 160 pp. Price, 35 cents each; $3.60 per 
dozen ; $30 per hundred. 


25.000 TO GIVE AWAY 


or ONE COPY for each 8. 8. Superintendent who 
will send us his address, with name and location of his 
School, sacleding SIX GENTS IN STAMPS for mail- 
ing expenses. Address, 

ASA HULL, 


243 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 


BANKERS, CHICAGO. 


Buy, sell, and exchange all issues of U.S. 
Bonds. 

Full rates for Called Bonds. 

Four per cent’s constantly on hand, 

Deal in County, City, School, and State Bonds. 

Foreign Exchange. Letters of Credit. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


Fire Insurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Cc 


A new collection of 
devotional hymns, with 
appropriate and noble 
music by the best word 
and music writers of 
the day. The collection 
will well repay exami- 
nation. Price, $30 per 
hundred, Specimen 
copies by mail, 30 cents. 
Specimen pages gratis. 


PUBLISHED BY 





INCORPORATED 182. 
i 000.00, ASSETS, $1,835,238 04 
OHN DEVEREUX, PRESIDENT. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. | 





Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 
Sole Takine C) 3. 


Inkine: tron as to $68; will do the | 
; oO ie 
work of @ $250 Press. Presses from 
8.50, Pome Se cole e. 
i Peleral St Bosten Mame. 
nm 
‘Established 1847. 


; = age > 4 
+ 
Barlow's Indigo Blue 
[ts merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully 
tested and endorsed by thousands of housekeepers. 
Your grocer ought to haveitonsale. Ask for him for it. 
D. 8S. WILTBERGER, a ie 
No 288 North Seeond &t.. Philadelphia 


ELECTRICITY AS A CURATIVE POWER. 


The Garratt Silver Zine Disk as a pad or 
belt, acting only with the moist warmth of 
the buman body, has no equal for efficiency 
and economy. Specially adapted for the 
relief aud cure of nervous and chronic ail- 
ments, such as Neuralgia, Rheumatism, and 
local weakness or pain. It is flexible and 
easy to wear, is a ready, and is durable. 
Large Disk, 5x8 lus., 24 poles, $2.50; Belt, $3.50; 

Children’s Disk, $'. Full descriptive circulars sent on 
application. lectric Disk and Belt Comp'y, 5‘¢ Hamil- 
ton Place, Bost.n. Special inducements to Agents. 





Scrap Pictures, 10c.; 100 
Transfer Pictures, Wc. ; 12 
Floral Embossed Cards, 
10c.; 10 Perforated Mottoes, 
10c.; 4Chromo Mottoes,10c.; 
4 Fine 6X8 Chromos, 10c.; 
1 Floral Surprise, 10c. 


ALL FOR 50*! 


i (} (} Postpaid. Stamps taken. 


J, W, FRIZZEI 3 Baltimore. Md. 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, aa well as the 
adv rtiser, by stating that you saw,the adver- 





Gives perfect satisfaction wherever used. Price, 30 cts. ; 
PEARLY GATES. { Shagnes pry FA ey Prayer Meeting and Home Circle. 
r 100. 


WIGES Add 
CEN’ RAL BOOK 


Hours OF SonG, that it more completely furnishes the necessar 
singing-school than any book they ever have been able to find. 


1979, SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS, 1979, 


A new and choice collection of sparkling, bright, cheer- 
for the Sunday-school, Prayer and Praise Meetings. 
$3 per doz.; $2 per 100. 

Avery choice collection ofS. 8, Music, mostly new, and 


per doz. ; pe 


MORNING STAR (By KNOWLES SHAW. The last and best work by the late Knowles Shaw, 
» | the successful revivalist, author of Sparkling Jewels, Shining Pearls, Golden 


books. &@” A copy of either sent by mail on receipt of 
ens, 
50. 


r 
. CONCERN, Cincinnati, Ohio, or Oskaloosa, Iowa. — 


No singing teacher should rest satisfied with his equipments for work 


examined 


HOURS OF SONG. 


SED.) 


rs will agree with us, after having examined 
materials for a successful 
hen, the price is within the 
Address 


E BROS., PUBLISHERS, CINCINNATI, O. 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 


and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 


WorkKERs will fin 


the best MUSIO 

BOOK ever published, 

Contains 176 pages of the 

choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H: 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. §i 
gle copy 35c.—#3.60 per dozen—€30, p 
100. CRIDER & BROTHER 
Publishers, YORK, PA. . 





SHEET MUSIC. 
‘¢ Where is my Boy To-night? ”’ 


Song and Chorus, with Piano accom iment. 
Mailed on receipt of 35 Cents. 


SACRED MUSIC. 


Hymn Service. 
115 Songs with Music, for the Sunday-school. 
Only $10 per 100 copies; 15 Cents by mail. 
Gospel Hymns No. 3. 
ith Music, r 100; 35 Cents by mail. 
0 only, $5 per 100; 6 Cents by mail, 
Palmer’s Book of Anthems. 
192 pages, $10 per dozen ; $1 by mail. 
Easter Annual No. 3. 
Six beautiful Carols for Easter, $4 per 100; 5 Cents 
by mail. 


WJ you cannot find them at the nearest Music Store or 
Bookseller's, send to 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 


73 Randolph Street, | 76 East Ninth Street, 
CHIC b NEW YORK. 


~~ Wewest Sabbath-School Music Book | 


30,000 SOLD. 


HEAVENLY CAROLS 


By Rev. I. Baltzell and Rey. E. 8S. Lorenz. 
Including an improved Elementary and Practical 
Department on the Theory of Music, by J. H. 
K,URZENKNABE. 

176 Pages. Board Cover, single copies, by mail, 
scents. Per dozen, by mail, $4.00. Per dozen, 
y express, $3.60. 


GOLDEN SONGS, 


For the Sabbath-School. 


No Better Book in Market. 100,000 Sold. 
BY REV. |. BALTZELL. 

Including an Elementary and Practical Depart- 
ment on the Theory of Music, by J. H. Kurzen- 
knabe. ; 

176 Pages. Board Cover. Single copies, by 
mail, 35 cents; per dozen, by express, $3.60, or 
$4.00 per dozen by mail, postage paid. 


Address, 
W. J. SHUEY, Dayton, Ohio. 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


“TF WE'D THOUGHT.” 
(The late Rev. William Mitchell in The London 
Christian. } 
If we’d thought at our last meeting 
With the friend we loved so dear, 
By his grave we’d soon be standing, 
Dropping down the silent tear, 
Would that word we spoke so lightly 
Have been uttered by us then ? 
Would that in our silent sorrow 
We could eall it back again ! 


If we’d thought that soon a parting 
Would us sever far and wide, 
That some of the gladsome faces 
Would be soon across the tide, 
Would the hasty word and action, 
Would the satire sharp and keen 
From our lips have ever fallen, 
Or the action e’er been seen ? 


If we’d thought the friendly counsel 
Was the last we e’er should hear, 
Would we then have scoffed so lightly ? 
Let our heedlessness appear ? 
If we’d thought the kind inquiry 
Soon would cease forevermore, 
Would it then have been a trouble, 
Would we then have wished it o’er? 


If we’d thought that act of kindness 
Was the last our friend should seek, 
Would we have by cruel harshness 
Brought the blushes to his cheek ? 
If we’d thought our heartless folly 
Would have left so deep a sore, 
Would we then have spoken rudely ? 
Would we not have Ranked it o’er? 


If we’d thought—alas! the sorrows 
That the words awaken now: 

If we'd thought—ah! then the wrinkleS 
Would be fewer on the brow. 

“Tf we’d thought that death was coming,” 

Will that be our latest ery ? 

God forbid! we know He’s coming, 
Let us think—He draweth nigh! 





WHAT IS WANTED IN OUR 
CHARITIES. 


[From the Hartford Daily Courant. ] 


It is to be noted that this charitable age 
is inclined to put more faith in institutions 
than in individual effort and personal sym- 
pathy ; our charity, which is still genuine, 
is a good deal by proxy. We are willing 
to spend money, to lay out excellent plans, 
to build great institutions. We do this 
partly from a desire to be rid of personal 
bother, and partly, even let us say largely, 
from the notion that this is the best way 
of administering charity. Now, we have 
nothing to say against, and everything 
for, organization and system in charity, 
provided always that we do not make the 
mistake of supposing that any machine in 
this world can do the work for neglected 
human beings, which can only be done by 
sympathetic hearts. System is absolutely 
necessary to prevent waste and escape 
deception and the encouragement of the 
evil we seck to remove, but the system 
must come round, in the end, to individual 
effort and sympathy, or it wiil be fruitless, 
A tendency of institutional charity is to 
weaken the interest in the poor subjects of 
it in all those who are not officially inter- 
ested. We build our reform school for 
children, for instance, and turn it over to 
the paid agents, and expect it to do the 
work, without further concern. It is to 
gather in ali the delinquent and early- 
sinning children, and turn them out good 
men aud women. We have paid our 
money, and this responsibility is off our 
hands. It is so with an institution for 
children neglected and unfortunate, but not 
otherwise different from other children. It 
is an almost inevitable effect of the creation 
of these great institutions for the care of 
the helpless, that classes are created and 
distinctions widened in society. We have 
dependent classes set apart by certain 
institutional formalities, and we have the 
general charitable public more and more 
inclined to exercise its charity in a certain 
machine-like way. 

But this is- not all. The institutions 
the msel ves—we speak now of those for chil- 
dren—do not accomplish the purpose 
intended. And this for two reasons. Insti- - 
tutional life is radically bad for a child, 
and puts him in a false and unnatural 
position towards society at Jarge. The sort 
of association is not good, and the position 
is that of dependence and humiliation. 
And, in the second place, it is not possible 
for the routine institution to take the place 
of a home, or for the method to supply the 
place of individual education and sym- 
pathy. 

The charity must be organized, but the 
children should not be organized into 
charity children. The home life must be 
kept steadily in view. Our effort for adult 
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unfortunates are to improve their homes, 
to stimulate them to self-dependence, to 
aid them to help themselves. And so our 
efforts for neglected children must not con- 
template their long separation from society, 
but their distribution in society, in a 
natural manner. The nearer an institu- 
tion for children is merely a depot for their 
collection and distribution, a sortof intelli- 
gence office, the better it will be. In every 
city there are plenty of children, who by 
reason of death of parents and relations, or 
abject verty, are helpless, and will 
become in time juvenile criminals if they 
are not attended to. To seek them out 
and take them to a house of reception is 
the first step; to get them out of it into 
some natural home is the next step. If 
natural homes cannot be found for them, 
then the plan of placing them in the coun- 
try in small families, not more than six or 
ten together, underan instructor who shall 
teach them to work, and to read and write, 
is the next best plan. 





THE RISEN CHRIST. 
[From The Watchword.] 

It is easy to see why it was necessary for 
Christ to go away from his church, in 
order that he might live most freshly and 
constantly in the love of his disciples. 
Had he remained on earth in daily con- 
tact with his people, he would, in a cer- 
tain sense, have outgrown his character as 
the crucified and risen Christ. But going 
away with his death and resurrection fresh 
in the minds of his followers, and remain- 
ing, henceforth, out of sight, these events 
abide in perennial freshness in the church, 
with all their power to kindle a living and 
ever-growing love; for a person whu goes 
out of the world is remembered just as we 
saw him last, and lives perpetually in that 
character. “ Those who have lost an infant,” 
says Leigh Hunt, “are never, as it were, 
without an infant child”’ The other chil- 
dren grow up to manhood and womanhood 
and age, and when they go from us they 
are men and women in heaven. But the 
infant dying is always an infant, so far as 
our thought and realization are concerned. 
All the passing years can never move the 
little one forward a single step toward 
manhood or age. Death has transfigured 
him into a perpetual and glorified child 
houd. And we love him. henceforth, as an 
infant, with the gentle affcction, and with 
the tender devotion, which a babe always 
wins from its parents. 

So Christ, taken up into glory, with the 
freshness of the resurrection beauty in his 
form and face, and with the scars of his 
crucifixion fresh upon his body, lives for- 
ever in the thought and affection of his 
people as he appeared on that resurrection 
morning, clothed with immortal youth and 
holiness. 

Now have you not noticed what strong 
expressions of affection and ardent love 
Christ drew forth from his followers after 
his resurrection? “Did not our hearts 
burn within us as he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” was what they said about the 
walk to Emmaus. “Lord, thou knowest 
all things. Thou knowest that I love 
thee,” was said by Peter to the risen 
Christ. “They held him by the feet and 
worshiped him,” is what is told us of the 
women meeting him after he had risen. 
And it is this risen Christ, fresh from his 
victory at the cross, crowned with the dew 
of the resurrection morning, and traveling 
in the greatness of his strength—it is this 
Christ whom we know in glory! Love 
him not because we have not seen him! 
Away with such a thought! To us who 
have been washed by his blood, and fi led 
with the hope of immortality by his resur- 
rection, he is the most real person in the 
universe. In the pardon of sin he has 
come so near to us that we feel that we 
have almost touched his glorified body, 
and thrust our fingers into the prints of the 
nails in his hands and feet. This is the 
conception of Christ which fills my thought: 
“The man of sorrows” transformed, in 
those three short days, into the man : f 
infinite joy! the thorn-prints still visible 
in his brow, to tell of his sufferings for me ; 
but that brow “anointed with the oil of 
vladness,” as is beautifully said in the 
Hebrews. 

_ This is the picture that the church car- 
ries forever in its heart; so that, aside from 
the gift of the Spirit, we can see why it 
was expedient for Christ togo away. But 
that expediency is only temporary, let us 
remember ; and Christ’s on warrant no 
such thought as we have lately seen drawn 
from them, namely, “the inexpediency of 
Christ’s return to earth.” Because the 
Lord said, “If I go away I will come 
again,” it is infinitely expedient for him 
to return, 








How to introduce 
The Sunday School Times to Friends. 


FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


to your offer to new subscribers. 


Post Office...seeececeecsrecsescscesccccsccecccccssscecess 


COUNY... 000 csececcceccssescccsccecsscccceeccsceccceoeece 


State 


WEMPLE & 


Terre Tere ererrrerrrrr rt ieee eee rrr) eee eeeeesaeeeeenes 


KRONHEIM, 


ART PUBLISHERS, 


J. C. MIDDLETON, Manager. 
Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536,538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the 
for EASTER, 
specialty of the most attractive 


Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in 
BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. 


varieties, 
e make a 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


At prices which offer inducements to Superintendents and Teachers, and they are di 
their Gooxsellers or, ey are recommended to apply 


for our at and Stationers’ 
In FINISH and QUALITY our goods are equal 
the best American. 


to the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than 


ourselves to the Trade as art Publishers, we would state that we shall constantly increase 


our varieties, and shall produce many noveities 





AGRICULTURAL. 





GARDEN & HOUSE PLANTS 


For $1.00 we will send free by mail either of the below- 
named collections, all distinct varieties : 
8 Abutilons, or 4 Azaleas, or 6 Oleanders, or 12 Stone” 
8 Begonias, or 4 Camellias, or 12 Centaureas, (crops, 
2 Caladiums [fancy], or 8 Carnations [monthly], 
12 Chrysanthemums, or 12 Coleus, or 4 Marantas, 
4 Paims, or 6 Hibiscus, or 12 white-leaved plants, 
12 Dahlias, or 8 Dianthus, or 8 Cactus, or 20 Gladiolus, 
8 Ferns, or 8 Mosses, or 8 Fuchsias, or 8 Phioxes, 
8 Geraniums Zonale, or 8 Dbie, or 8 Scented, or 10 Silver 
8 Geraniums Fancy, or 8 Variegated, er 8 Ivy-leaved, 
4 Gloxinias, or 8 Snap Dragons, or 8 Tuberoses [Pearl], 
4 Grape Vives, or 4 Honeysucklies, or 4 Hardy Shrubs, 
8 Heliotropes, or 8 Lantanas, or § Petunias (double), 
212 Pansies (new German], or 8 Salvias, or 8 Primulas, 
], or 12 Hardy Hyb., or 12 Climb’g, 
*2 Basket Plants, or 8 Daisies, or 6 har, Climbing Plants, 
12Searcer Bedding, or 12 Scarcer Greenhouse Plants, 
18 Verbenas, or 12 Blotched Petunias, or 6 Cannas, 
25 varieties of Flower, or 20 varieties of Vegetable Seeds, 
or by EXPR 
Any 3 coliections for $2; 5 for $3; 9 for $5; 12 for $6; 
14 for $7; 18 for $10; or the full collection of 500 varieties 
of Plants and Seeds—sufficient to stock a greenhouse and 
garden—for $25, to which our book “ Gardening for 
Pleasure ” and Catalogue [value $1.75] will beadded 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


35 Cortlandt Street, New Yori:. 





ESS, buyer to pay charges: 





THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 


EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 


THE BEST IN THE WORLD. | 
Our Great 8 falty is growing and distributing 
these Beautiful Roses. We deliver Strong Pot 
Plants,suitable for immediate bloom, safely by mail, 
at all post-offices. 5 Splendid Varieties, your 
choice, all labeled, for $13; 12 for $23; 19 for $33 
26 for $4; 35 for $5; 75 for $10; 100 for $13. 
aar-Send for our New Guide to Rose Culture 
—60 pages, elegantly illustrated — and choose from 
over Five Hundred Finest Sorts. Address 

THE DINGEE & CONARD CO., 
Rose Growers, West Grove, Chester Co.,Pa. 


{Q) ROSES MAILED FREE ron $j 


Splendid assortment of Plants sent safely 
\ express or mail, any distance. Satis- 
on guaran . Send 3 cent stamp 
for catalogue. Address, 


R. C. HANFORD & SON, 
Columbus Nursery, Columbus, Ohio, 


















PARLOR FURNITURE, 


1 408. WALTON. JOS, L. SCOTT. 


WALTON & SCOTT, 


GABINET MAKERS, 


———_~-e- 


150 No. NINTH ST 


PHILADELPHIA, 


(Late of 262 S. Second, and former- 
& ly of 413 Walnut Street.) 





BOOK -CASES. 





‘sauvou-adais 














BED-ROOM SUITS. 


—Choicest in the worid—Importers’ prices— 
Largest Company in America—staple article 
—pleases everybody—Trade continually in- 
Icreasing—Agents wanted overywhere—best 
inducementa—don’t waste time—send for 
Oirculas, Rob’t Wells, 43 Vesey St,, N, Y., P.O. Box 1287 








MAGIC LANTERNS. 








And STEREOPTICONS, all VIEWS illustrating 


ev subject,for PUBLIC ‘ONS, etc. aa" A it- 
ahis bustases lor @ sean with email aamtbar A'so IC 
for CHURCH and SUNDAY-SCHOOL Entertain- 


ments and Home Amusement. 14 e catal e 
free. McALLISTER, M’/'g Optician 49 pm ad 8t., NY. 


r9,Ve -KNTERNS 
MAGIC LANTERNS 


+, 9 AY- DOL & HOM 





EXHIBITIONS 


@.T. MILLIGAN. 





UB—'S T2BCRRSTAWNT SL PRALRDA 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 
MENEELY & KIMBER 


7 ERLY, a 
BELL FOUNDERS, Troy, NewYork, 
Manufacture a superior quality of BELLS. 


Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS. 
ae Catalogues sent free to parties needing bells. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 

VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 


J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS FTC 














Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, $5.00 eac 


Send for Circular,5g Carmine St.N.¥ 
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INDEXICAL SILVER SOAP. 

For Cleaning and Polishing Silver and Plated Ware, 
Window Glass, Mirrors, Marble, Paint, &c. This is 
the most convenient and effective preparation for 
these purposes ever offered to the public. It may be 
used even by inexperienced help with entire saf+ty, as 
it contains nothing that can possibly iojure the finest 
plete or jewelry. Many of our largest Manufacturers 
and Importers of Silver and Plated Ware have used 
this Soap, and have given it their unqualified approval. 

CAUTION.—The original and only genuine Silver 
Soap is known world wide as the Indexical Silver 
Soap, and is the only proper thing to use for cleaning 
Silver, Electro-plated Goods, Marble, Jewelry, Statu- 
ary, &c. Madeonly by RosBinson Bros. & Co,, Boston 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Tiaes. 








FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Ill. 

Have had about two hundred orders for sample 
copies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
in Whe Sunday School Times. 


ron ue Publishing Oo., Chicago, [ll 


The circulation of our Everybody’s Paper has 
increased 20,000 copies in the last six months, and we 
attribute itin a large measure to adve in The 
Sunday School Times. We consider it the adver 

this country. 


[From Charles F. Hili, manufacturer of the Folding 
Book Case, Hazleton, Pa. | 


Allow me to commend The Sunday School Times as 
@ very vaiuabi advert medium. The returns my 
advertisement ‘the Fol Book Case b ft 


far exceeded og paper I ever tried. I 
stand this, but Ow it is so. 


From the Star Parlor Organ Factory of Alleger, 
c Bowlby, & Oo., Washington, N. J.) 


Tt is sim; jastice to to that our standi 
obvaniaaatelen inch has paid us a hundred fold, 


and when we have used space on occa- 
sions we have always experienced immediate and 
profitable returns. 


[from Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers of Confec- 

tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.]} 

After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
truthfully say that no has brought us so good 
returns as The Sunday ool Times. An advertise- 
ment inserted in its columns brought us cash orders 
from the larger share of all the states in the Union. 
[From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 

rae at and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February 

u a 
* pleasure to me to inform you that my adver- 
«Sims un The poy fay Times has been the most 
sat ry of any I have ever done, without excep- 
tion. Before I had seen the issue containing rst 
advertisement, numerous letters satisfied me I had 
found a medium ofthe greatest value, [ am glad 
notice that you rigidly lude adverti ts which 
are fntended to deceive by = that cannot - 
bly be made good, and eve the value of your 
medium and the good-will of your patrons is largely 
due to this fact. 


Seema ee RST Sy Sea 
ew York.— 
ruary 1871.] 


We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
mediug we ider The Sunday School Times one 











[From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 
Philadelphia. —August 31, 1877.] 

much gratified with ihe success attend- 

ing my advertisement in The yn | School Times, 

and shall avail myself in the that paper asa 

medium superior to any other within the range of my 

experience. 


[From T. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s Agacy, for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 
Square New York.) 

20 with the returns from my 

Sevelieh to report tao incl to yon, I think Tmcy 

to e J 

safely say I have received 7 aaa from m 

advertisement in this paper from any other 

have employed. 


[From M. W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle St., Chicago, 
Tl.—January 16, 1877. ] 
More than three hundred letters were received from 
our one advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 


From A. J. Weidener, Proprietor the Centen- 
c nial season, of the Franklin Huel, phia— 
July 31, 1876.) 
I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of i._ 
best mediums for advertising many branches of busi- 
ness. I do say conscientiously that I have heard from 
a 4 advertisement in your paper oftener than from any 
other paper in which I have advertised this season. 


vem M. & Tichenten, eee of the House 
eeper’s Companion nm Street, Brooklyn, 
N. ¥—Janvazty 19, 1807.) 

It is very grat during these times to find now 
and thon apaper that bringssometning licesn adequate 
return for the money invested. I ve been agree 
ably Guepsene with the results of my advertisement 
in your columns, 


[From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Januw 
ary 2, 77.J 
We have received a large number of lications 
or the Papyrograph from persons who refer to you, 
1lnding one to-day from England. 
We consider yours the best medium we have tried so 
ar, and feel well satisfied with the business the adver- 
tisement has brought us. 


[From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 

New Yor 

It is but just to your valuable paper, that we acknowl- 
edge its superior merits as an advertising medium. 

Having thoroughly tested it, and watched carefully 
the results, we can mestly state that our advertise- 
ment in The Sunday School Times brought us more 
cash orders than did our advertisement in any other 
five zoliajows papers. Some heavy mails consisted 
largely of orders for goods in which it was stated that 
the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
Times. These orders were from all paris of the 
country. 





The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is believed that 
this uniform low rate, which makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHOOL TIMEs the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 
penceel approval of advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ng Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agaje) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


Ladies Purchasing 


CORSETS 


SHOULD EXAMINE 
MADAM FOY’'S IMPROVED 
CORSET 
SKIRT SUPPORTER 
a@ For Health, Comfort and Ele- 
gance of Form, it has no rival, and 
is really the most perfect Skirt 
Scorn Corset made. For 
sale by all leading dealers. Manu- 

factured by 
FOY & HARMON, 
New Haven, Conn. 


THE TAMPICO BUSTS 


now used in 


DR. WARNER’S HEALTH CORS, 
and Skirt Supporter are the greatesy 
improvement ever made in (Corsets, They 
are 8 ftas velvet, veid flexible aud contain 
f) no bones. 


The FLEXIBLE hiP CORSET, 


& =~ bones) fis with perfect ease and is 
arranted nO tO break over the hips. 
Price, . - $1.25. 





For Sale by leading Merchants. 
WARNER BRO’S, 
351 Broadwax.New York 
























































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[April 26, 1879. 





Horsford’s 
ACID PHOSPHATE, 


(LIQUID.) 


For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 
Dim:nished Vitality, etc. 


Prepared according to the directions of BE. N. Hors 
Wjerd. late Provessor in Harvard University. 


There seems to be no difference 3 apesige in h 
medical oer of the value ~ “1h horic mer 
and no preparation bas ever been offered tothe public 
= seems to 80 happily meet the general want as 
th 

It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 

No danger can attend its use. 

Its action will harmonize with such stimu- 
lants as are necessary to take. 

It makes a delicious drink with water and 
sugar oniy . 

Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 
ticulars mailed free on application to manufacturers. 

Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 
WORKS, Providence, R.1. 


RIDGE’S FOOD > 
For Infants and Invalids 


Makes a delicious diet, can be used with or without 
milk, makes custards, ;udadin etc.,—highly appre- 
elated by thesick. WOODRICH & CO., on label. 





Sett Complete i in ‘Yong, rere 
Sett Complete in Plush, . . . $75 
Made in solid wings Siher sty ee ey the mon 
er r sett, 
Serf 7 hg Church Shape, 

pe Sunday-school T ponninate c on hand of the latest 
most approved patterns, or made to order at short 
notice. Phthogvapie, wi with ce List, sent by mail if 
applied & 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
AND 141 FRIEND STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Successorsto MASON&C® 











geclALTY. . 


sm fe %:, 
. Wonk nS 


Capt. Jack Strawberry. 


A Seedling of the Wilson, and superior to it in size, 
quality, vigor, and productiveness. It succeeds in ali 
ay rts of the country, and is, all things considered, the 

t variety. Plants by mail, post-paid, 25c. per doz., 
$1.00 per 100. By express, 50c. per 100, $4.00 per 1000. 
M. CRAWFORD, Cuyahoga ‘alls, Ohio. 


Wintered Cabbage Plants 


From best Jersey Wakefield Seed. Also. Crescent 
seedling Strawberry Plants, perhaps the best of all 
varieties for warm soils; a'so, other choice varieties 
Also, Lettuce, Pepper, Tomato, and Sweet Potato 
Plants A)}l for sale in their season, at lowest market 
rates, by J. N. OVIATT, Successor to J. B. Smith, 
East Hartford, Conn. 


*) PKTS. of Seeds and samples for pap. e BELL, 
4/ Raudolph Centre, Broome Co., New x 


OR TEN DOLLARS CASH we will insert a seven-line 
advertisement one week in a list of 269 weekly 
newspapers, or four lines in a different list of 337 papers, 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice of either of four sep- 
arate and distinct lists containing from 70 to 100 papers 
each, or four lines one week in all four of the small 
lists. or one line rr A a in all six lists combined 
being more than 1 pers. We also have ae of 
peers | by states thro amy the United 


Send ten cents for our 100- e pamphlet. 
Address, Gavece P. Rowe. & Oo., Newspaper Ad- 
vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce St., New ‘York. 


MAGIC LANTERNS, very werful for | public 
exhibitions, complete with 530 views, life-like 
Sepees, tea transformation wheels, etc., $12. Cir- 

free. R. F. Young, 42 Broadway, N.Y. 


aA ws cqutl oe TIME. HOLDER FITS 
ANT PEN, We Stamp, Crete 4 WEBS, 6 NASSAU BT... NY. 


will be sent to NEW Subscribers on trial to Jan. I, 1880, for $I. 50. 


THE LARGEST DRY GOODS & OUTFITTING HOUSE. 


Silks, 


Dress 


Shawls, 
Hosiery, 


Gloves, 
Zephyrs, 
Fringes, 
Ribbons, 
Notions, 


Cloths, 








Unparalleled Success of 


The Mail Department for Samples & Supplies 
at the Grand Depot, during the past season, 
has necessitated an entire refitting of the 
interior of the large room devoted exclusively 


to executing orders received by mail. 








Though you live a Thousand Miles from 
Philadelphia, you can purchase at the Grand 
Depot an entire outfit or the smallest article 
in Dry Goods, etc., with the greatest ease, 
and an absolute certainty of the same exact 
attention that is paid to customers who visit 
the establishment in person. 


CRAND DEPOT. 


Precision, Promptness and Experience, 
combined with the highest regard for even 
the slightest wishes of those who order, and 
a now almost faultless system, peculiar to 
the Grand Depot only, make this the Model 
Department of its kind in America. 


Flannels, 
Muslins, 
Stationery, 
Silverware, 


China, etc, 





THIRTEENTH ST., CHESTNUT TO MARKET STS. 


PHILADELPHIA 








Send a Penny Postal Card, specifying 
what Is desired, and by return mail you will 
receive, postage paid, samples of the new- 
est styles of Goods, with the widths and 
lowest city prices, besides full particulars 
about ordering. 














@BT 4 BINDE 


roto | @ 


- Box 2793” 






BRATTLEBORO’, VT 


eres on nnn AACE AR CHURCH ORGANS. 


The manufacture ofthese widely kcown instruments | 
was begun in 1846, and American enterprise and skill | 
have steadily developed this business until now it is | 
the largest Reed Organ manufactory in the world. The 
unsolicited testimony of the most careful Judges places 
the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all others of its class, | Builders of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati Music 
Send for the new illustrated catalogue Hall; the powerful Centennial Organ; the great 


FOR EUROPE |! 


The pleasantest and most  eamaplete arrangements oe of pipes only), at prices va from $300 to 
for visiting Europe age | oentes ete DD for ladies. 1,000 J ag as 
Number limited. AYETT 


PURE TEAS. 


ee a eee ae, 


Agents Wanted very here to sell 
te famille, hote cob and | aoe Game furnished on applicat on. 








THE IMMENSE STOCK OF 


Pianos and Organs 


SOLD ASTONISHINGLY LOW_FOR CASH 
OR ON TIME, TO REDUCE LARGE STOCK 
BEFORE WARM WEATHER. 


C. J. HEPPE, i 





COR.SIXTH*sTHOMPSON. 


J. ESTEY & CO. — 





OOK & HASTING 
BOSTON, MASS. 


= Organ in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; and 
of nearly 1,000 others for every part ‘of 
the country. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1829. 


We invite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 


upws 
LOOMIS, "fost SIC COMMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
2 Union Square, N. Y. are invited to apply t 9 us direct for all information 

connected with ou 
DESC RIPTIVE, Gincurans and specifications 
the coun- “ 
the best, Ua the, Order of Rarvics, Sump e Scholars’ 
Issued Cents per 





ORDERS BY MAIL PROMPTLY ATTNEDED TO. | 





hat! 


BEE-HIVE STORE. 


x - AND COLORED SILK FRINGES, 25c. to 


BEAD oi RINGES, 35c. per yard up. 

BEAD GIMP, l0c. per yard up. 

MOSS TRIMMING, 30c. per yard and upwards. 
BUTTONS, Whiteand Colored Pearl, Jet, [vory,Horn, 

Gilt, Silver, Steel, Crochet, Inlaid, Silk, and Agate, 

all sizes, colors, and shades. A Fine Pearl Shirt 

Button for 6c, per dozen. 

SPOOL COTTON, 6c, per a. 

BEST SKIRT BRAID, 

HAIR-PINS, Ic. owed paper. 
NEEDLES, 3c. r paper. 

HAIR BRUSHES, 10c. up. 
DRESSING COMBS, 8c. and upwards. 
FRENCH LACE, l0c. per yard. 
TORCHON, 3}sc. per yard. 

VAL. LACE, 13. per dozen yards. 
TRIMMED SWISS TIES, 3 for 25 c. 
CHILDREN’S LACE CAPS, from 50c. up. 
VEILING. 2c. per vard. 
SHETLAND SHAWLS, Tic. 

EST cCRMANTOWN WOOL, 10c, per ounce, 
BEST ZEPHYR, lic. a 
EMBROIDERY ‘SILK, 20 

BEST 50c. CORSET I THE MARKET. 

In our Ze A Department will be found a great 
variety in Growel Work, such as Mantel Drapery, 
Lambrequin Brackets, Momie Cloth, Lamp Shades. 
Tidies in Zephyr, Table Covers, Angora Silk an 
Wool, Embroidery and Knitting Silks, Afghans, Ap- 
plique Patterns, Chenille and Bullion Cord;and Tas- 
sels, and all y= = zephyr goods for Children, 
Wholesale and Re 
17 N. EIGHTH ‘STRE ET, PHILADELPHIA, 

aa” Prompt attention giv en to orders by mail.~@@ 


TRADE MARK 





MAILED FREE OF CHARGE, 


By the leading Dry Goods House of Brooklyn, N. Y., 

an elegantly Illustrated Catalogue, containing BN 

able information pertaining to the coming Spring and 
Summer Fashions. aoe ess, 

MAIL DEPARTMEN 
WEC HS LE: R ABRAHAM & CO.. 
Fulton and Washington Sts., 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

B@ Greatly improved. Price 

: Unequalled for health, 

t, an i durability. All sizes, 

oth sexes. Stooped shoulders 

contracted chest avoided by 









ng 
Pratt’s Patent Brace. 
Sent by mail on receipt of $2 


and measure around the chest 
under the arms. 

Cleveland Shoulder Brace Co. 
B@-For sale by all dealers. 


Ask for Pratt’s Patent Brace. 
THE SUPLEE PATENT UPtN-tYE 


622 
ARCH JEASYTHREADING NEEDLE 


sewing-machines 
a hundred times a minute in t! ie _ ath, 7 
drawing the thread down ihe 
\sideofthe needi euntilitslides 
intotheeye. Isasstrong asthe 
old style needie,and willdothe 


same work. Neither tends, 
breaks easily, unthreads, nor 
cuts the goods. S Semple baa 





in an elevant needle 


mail, 0c. SuPLEE NEEDLE Co., 622 Arch St., Philadt 


Looe 













Domestic mily Grindstone and 
Sewing Machine Attachment, for sharpening 
Table Cutlery, ete Warranted Ferfect. No 
0 Sewing Machines; uses only the 
easily adjusted ; any lady can run 
A $10 foot gta r Grindstone for $2 
t Agents anted, male or female ! 
& nt anywhere, including 
Gr 


stone, 5x1 inch, 1 





= 2 - 
SP RAGl k “MANU FAC +t RING ¢0., 
126 Washington 8t., Catcaco, ut 32 Hawley St sToN, Mass 


NEWAND DESIRABLE BOOKS 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES FREE, SEND F¢ 


BOSTON: DLOTHROP & CO. PUBLISHERS 


Sunday School 





Choice 


LIBRARIES, § VOLUMES. 





Terms 


EBEN. SHUTE, 


62 Baomriscp 8r., 








in leaflet form at 
far postage. 


Favorable. BOSTON 














